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Christ is counting on us to Know, Love, and Serve God.

Our doors are open for all to join us in worship every Sunday at 10 am.

9:00a Adult Sunday School (Church Basement)
10:00a Worship Service (in-person and online)
10:10a Children’s Church

December marks the beginning of Advent in the Christian Church here in the Western
part of the world. Advent takes place during the four weeks leading up to Christmas Day,
the day that we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I really like this
idea of Advent because it gives us a purposeful time to really engage with and think about
the idea of God's Son being born on this earth as a human being. This time also allows us
to prepare for Christmas morning so that we might not see it as a purely secular day
simply filled with Christmas trees and presents under the tree, but something more that
actually touches our hearts with joy.

There is something called an Advent Wreath and most churches in our part of the world use these as a
decoration during the Advent season. These wreaths can be made of metal or joined together with
evergreen twigs. Each also typically has three purple candles, one rose colored candle, and a larger white
Christ Candle. The colored candles sit on the wreath while the Christ candle sits in the middle. As we go
through each week of Advent one of the colored candles is lit, with the Christ candle only being lit on
Christmas Eve.

Are these wreaths biblical? Probably not, but they have become part of our engrained Christmas traditions
and as such, they carry a special meaning for us, just as the Christmas Tree and putting lights on our
homes do. The candles of the wreath stand for Hope, Peace, Love, along with Joy which is normally
represented by the rose-colored candle. The Christ candle is normally white, a symbol of the purity of
Jesus love for all of us.

At the beginning of worship this Advent season, we will be having members of the congregation lighting
the Advent candles as they draw us in with words of comfort and hope. We do this to allow the members
of the church to be a part of this very special time as we grow closer to the Christ Child. As we see one

candle lit the first week and then add one more each week, we begin to see a very strong glow of the candle-
light up near the altar. This light will reflect off the walls, and it will glitter off of the stained glass, just as
the light of Christ is reflected and shines in each of us.




Then on Christmas Eve, we will light all four candles including the Christ Candle and we will feel the
warmth of our Savior pouring fourth from the flames as they stretch out towards our hearts and souls. It
will be a glorious representation of the light of Jesus in the world.

So, be watching for an invitation to be a part of the Advent Candle lighting throughout the season of
Advent and if you have a special interest in being a part of this special opening of church worship, please
let me know.

Merry Christmas and may the Christ Child be with you always,

Pastor Phil

| S:Qures & Sermons

12/07 Mark 1:1-8
A Wild Time!”

§
12/14 John 1:6-8, 19-28
“An EIf's Big News!”

12/21 Luke 1:26-38,

“Mary’s Answer”
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; 12/2§ M ey
”-/Ourney To Safety”

Dear Heavenly Father,

As we celebrate the birth of Your Son, Jesus Christ, May Your presence guide us,
fill our hearts with peace, joy, and gratitude. Your love sustain us,
Help us to remember the true meaning of Christmas— and Your grace surround us today and always.
Your love made visible in a humble manger.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Bless our homes with kindness,
our families with unity,
and our world with hope.
Be close to those who are lonely, grieving, or in need,
and let Your light shine in every dark place.



Squeaky’s Corner

Hi everyone! It’s me, Squeaky, your friendly neighborhood church mouse. (Not to be confused with your friendly
neighborhood spiderman!). I’'ve been hanging around the Windsor United Methodist Church for close to four years
now and | love it here! | especially love this time of year when the Christmas decorations get put up in the
Sanctuary. When | look at the tree and the wreathes and the nativity, | am reminded that Christmas is

absolutely my favorite time of year!

You humans might wonder what a little mouse notices during this special season, so let me assure you: my mouse
friends and | see everything. We love hanging out in the organ pipes watching all of the activity as Christmas comes
to life! We even tried to help a few years ago but | think we might have scared someone, so we hid again. We
don’t want anyone to be afraid during Christmas!

Sometimes, when everyone has gone home, | climb underneath the Christmas tree or peek into the manger,
imagining what the world must look like to all of you tall folk. | see the splendor and the majesty of the birth of our
savior. What do you see and feel when you get to spend time in the sanctuary during this time of year? Hope?
Peace? Joy? Love? | hope it’s all of this and more!

But the best part of Christmas time? The music! Oh, the glorious music! The choir has been practicing for weeks.
I’'ve heard them sing about silent nights and holy nights, about peace on earth. They practice songs about being
merry and bright, and about tiny towns where something wonderful happened long ago. There are joyful tunes
about heralding angels and carols about what children should hear. Each melody echoes through the sanctuary and
makes my little mouse heart swell. My friends and | often join in and if you listen very carefully, I’'m sure you’ll
notice when we hit those high notes!

Then, on Christmas Eve, when the church fills with candlelight and voices rise together in celebration, | peek out
from behind the pulpit and feel grateful to witness such beauty. Even a tiny mouse can understand that Christmas is
about something much bigger than all of us. It’s about hope, love, and true light coming into the world. So, from my
little corner of Windsor UMC, | wish you all a very Merry Christmas. May your season be filled with joy, wonder, and
may you receive the most wonderful cheese to help you celebrate the birth of the Christ child.

With love and whiskers, Squeaky

P.S. If you happen to drop any cheese around the church, | promise to clean it up quickly!




Windsor/Seve rance e THE GREELEY PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA PRESENTS

|

Canned Items: U
e Yams o Stuffing
e Cranberry Sauce e Beans (dry)
« Pumpkin . Jelly DEC. 18 DEC. 19
e Condensed or Dried Milk e Syrup Windsor First Loveland King of Greeley
¢ Meats (no tuna please) e Crackers United Methodist Glory Lutheran Generations
e Chili e Cereal Church Church Church
o Stew e Pudding 4
e Spaghetti O’s & Ravioli e Jello

Christmas season is right around the corner and once again Bill

& Sandi Hill are collecting unwrapped, new toys for Toys For Tots,

so that every child can wake up on Christmas morning to a 8|ft
We are so very THANKFUL for your continued generOSIty Go
blessings to you and your Ioved ones this Christmas Season.

Presented by
2025-2026 Season Sponsors * o
: : Allo  uchealth  Dale Boshner
NOw!- DECEMBER '|4TH 477 bisTILLING e Fm.,v,r S

Donations can be dropped in the Narthex at the box marked Toys for Tots L | A s

Games, F)uzzles stuffed animals, coloring books and crayons,
toys of all kinds would be a blessmg for children to open.

EOTORAOD DANCE THEATRE TRERENTS THE 30% PRODUCTON OF B TR R O
L NUTCRACKERSE 232 .. [ »T
" ) PR GUUKlE' EXTHAVAGANZA

Brlng y&ur favorite Cookies to share at Fel&gwshlp'

Sunday, December 7th

Volunteer Opportunities

Weld County United Way has opportunities for volunteers to help with dinner meal service every evening
until they close in mid April.

Our church is signed up to prepare a meal and serve on Dec 2nd and Jan 13. Meal preparation is already
taken care of but we need a few more volunteers to help serve from 6:15 to 8pm. Or you can sign up any

night you would like through the Weld County United Way website and anticipated time frame is 6:30 to
8:30.

This is an interesting and fun way to serve people in our community.

If you would like to help or need more information and assistance in signing up, contact Cheryl Gerstner,
740-683-4459.




Adult Ministries

There are a variety of ongoing opportunities for Adults to connect each week. For more information about
any of the groups please feel free to reach out to the leaders listed below.

Sunday School: All are invited to join our Adult Sunday School Class at 9:00 am each Sunday in the
church basement. Class Leader: Bruce Hyink Bruce@Hyink.org.

Vera’s Bible Study: Vera’s Bible Study meets each Tuesday at 12:30pm in the church’s Upper Room. All
are welcome to join. Contact: Paula Allard @ paulaallard38 @gmail.com.

Women’s Bible Study: Meets each Thursday at 5:30pm. All are welcome. For more information
Contact: Pat Ferrell @ patferrell59@yahoo.com.

Prayer Group: The Prayer group meets every Wednesday at 3pm in the Prayer Room.
Contact: Pat Ferrell @ patferrell59@yahoo.com.

United Women in Faith is getting ready for their Christmas Luncheon on December 10 at First
"\'] ' Watch. The ladies will meet at 12pm. If you’d like to join the ladies for lunch, please reach out to
> Sharon Hinton at swhinton@msn.com or (425) 879-9838 by December 9.

‘ Re ular UWF meetings will begin again on January 14th at 1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are
elcome to join.

First Kid’s FUN!

Jenni has a special evening planned for everyone. You won’t want to miss A Night in Bethlehem on
Saturday, A one day Christmas VBS for ALL ages December 6th at 5pm. Please reach out to Jenni if you
have any questions Annejennil9@gmail.com or (970)227-5363.

PRESENTS,
A NIGHT IN
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Advent SChedule% First United Meth.odist CRhRIRECc h o V\:inds,or
L SMark y b A A D  Blue Christmas Service
@®» 6pm Christmas Vespers | S

@ 5pm A Night In Bethlehem ‘

’ ‘
@ 11am Christmas Cookie Extravaganza ‘ Decemiber 21
@8 7pm Christmas Brass 5pm '
€2 5pm Blue Christmas Service ; 1 service of healing
@@ 587pm Christmas Eve Services . for tt hurwlgUuifChr .

If you're looking for more Christmas Entertainment here are a few opportunities from Susan McKenzie:

Saturday, Dec. 6-Poinsettia Pops, 7pm at Union Colony Civic Center You can purchase tickets here:
GET TICKETS (use code CHORALEZ25 for BOGO tickets) Cheer on Susan, Kati, and Cole!

Sunday, Dec. 14-Gather in Light, 4pm, UNC Campus Commons. GET TICKETS

Wednesday, Dec. 17-The Holly & The Ivories: A 100-finger piano and organ Christmas Cavalcade. 7pm
First Congregational Church of Greeley. This is a FREE event. See Kati Rittner and her magical piano skills!

December Birthdays & Anniversaries

Happy Birthday Happy Anniversary
12/05 Carol Measel 12/19 Francy & Paul Henderson
12/08 Marilyn Bradley 12/24 Kathy & Jerry Hinde
12/08 Barbara Bryant ‘
12/10 Ruth Brown [ \} L r“\ ‘
12/18 Rob Bradley AN EEEI y
12/26 Bill Hill AEEREIR \ /
SN NN
12/28 Bob Kenney M EREER R
12/31 Jan Caplinger N 1RL 11 ‘ ’

Connect With Us

Facebook Instagram YouTube Website

FirstUMCWindsor FIRSTUMCWINDSOR FirstUMCWindsor FirstUMCWindsor.com



https://ucstars.showare.com/orderticketsvenue.asp?p=2184&src=&_ga=GA1.1.1017980564.1751043662&_gl=
https://tickets.unco.edu/Online/mapSelect.asp?doWork::WSmap::loadMap=Load&createBO::WSmap=1&BOparam::WSmap::loadMap::performance_ids=0035BC7F-CE41-46EF-8EDE-76576AD80898

First United Methodist Church of Windsor
503 Walnut St., Windsor, CO 80550
Office Hours: Tues-Fri 10AM-3PM

Telephone: (970) 686-2368
Email firstumcwindsor@gmail.com

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Vespers Prep Vespers Prep Vespers Prep Thursday Night | 10am UWF Craft | A Night in
5:30pm Choir ~ |12:30pm Vera's |10am Stork | Biblestudy Group Bethlehem VBS
7pm Scouts Bible Study Suplport/ pm-opm
6:30pm Troop |Quilters
88 Mtg. 3pm Prayer Grp.
6pm Vespers
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9am Adult S.S. |5:30pm Choir 12:30pm Vera's | 10am Stork Thursday Night | 10am UWF Craft | 10am Stork
10am Worship/ |7pm Scouts Bible Study Support Bible study Group Support Event
First Kids 1:30pm UWF 1pm Historic
11am Fellowship 3pm Prayer Grp. %‘(iﬁmer County
5:30pm Finance
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10am Worship/ |7pm Scouts Bible Study 10am Stork Sup. | Concert Group
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