Christ is counting on us to Know , Love , and Serve God.
Our doors are open for all to join us in worship every Sunday at 10 am.
9:00 Adult Sunday School (Church Basement)
10:00 Worship Service (in-person and online)
10:15 Children’s Church
11:00 Fellowship Hour (Fellowship Hall)

Pastor’s Pen
Welcome to the month of May, the month of Graduations! As we enter the month of May, many of
us start to receive announcements and invitations to the graduation ceremonies of friends and family
members alike. Graduations are a culmination of years of dedication, hard work, sleepless nights,
stress, joy, pride, and achievement. High School graduations are a milestone in almost everyone’s
life because it marks the beginning of getting out into the world to begin to leave your mark. Some
High School graduates enter into the work force directly while others attend Trade Schools and Universities to gather more specific training and knowledge in a chosen field.
Although many graduation ceremonies are seen as long and boring as we all sit through speech after
speech until at long last the name of the person we came to celebrate with is called and they walk
across the stage to receive their diploma. We stand. We cheer! We clap. We celebrate! Then, we wait some more to
allow others to celebrate with those who they came to watch graduate. Then, after the graduation we share in hugs,
high fives, and gifts are traditionally given. Of course, the day would not be complete without food! Sometimes we go
to restaurants, other times we head back to someone’s home to eat and to gather and to continue to celebrate.
In short, we make a really big deal about High School graduation, and we should because it is that important. We
take the time to plan, we take time off of work, we re-arrange our schedules, we drive for hours or we fly across the
country just to attend these graduations. And again, we do this because it is a good thing to do to celebrate this milestone in a young person’s life. Many of us will do this again when our loved ones graduate from a Trade School or a
University. It is how we acknowledge these life changing events in this country.
And, of course, this got me thinking about our spiritual lives and our faith lives. We come to church each Sunday to
hopefully learn something about our relationship with Christ. We attend Sunday School, we gather as a community
in Worship, we hear a sermon, we sing praises to God, and we allow ourselves time for personal prayer with our creator and sustainer. In many ways, we are in school each and every Sunday. We are in school when we participate in
a Bible Study. We are in school as we silently read and reflect on the Word of God in our homes. We are in school to
learn how to be better followers of Jesus Christ.
But do we ever ‘Graduate’ from this so that we can enter the ‘work force’ for God? Or do we stay in ‘school’ because
it’s safe and comfortable? There comes a time in our lives when we need to ‘graduate’ from the safety of the classroom and go out into the world to put into practice that which we have learned. When was the last time you talked
about God outside of the church? When was the last time you gave your personal testimony about how Jesus saved
you in a location outside of church or a church related meeting? When was the last time you simply told someone
that “Jesus Loves You?” When was the last time you sat with someone who rejected God with all their heart and
were you provide comfort by simply being there?
Studying and going to school for Christ is all well and good and we are told time and time again that we should be
mediating on the scriptures, but we also need to remember that Christ did not stay in one town and teach in just one
place. He moved around from place to place, bringing the Gospel message of Love and Heaven to all he encountered.
With Jesus as our role model, how do we think we can go through life without going into the world to do the same?
(continued on page 2)
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(Pastor’s Pen Cont. from page 1)
We live in a hugely divided world: Divided by Theology, divided by politics, divided by culture, divided by prejudice,
divided by race, divided by gender, divided by finances, and the list goes on and on. What if we take a step back and
focus on not what divides us, but what joins us? Things like love, compassion, trust, relationship, healing, comfort,
sympathy, healing, family, support, and this list goes on and on as well. What if we begin to do the work of Christ instead of just talking about it? Do you think it would matter? Do you think we could make a difference in our community and in the world around us?
On Easter Sunday, we had a gathering of many folks from many religious backgrounds gather at the Boardwalk next
to the lake here in Windsor. We had people from several different denominations praying, singing, and welcoming
the risen Savior as the sun rose beautifully over the lake, seagulls singing their praises to God as well. There was no
talk of differences, because we were all there for one reason: To celebrate Jesus Rising from the dead!!! With one
voice we said “He Is Risen, He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! Amen!”
If we can do this on Easter morning, why can’t we do this the other 364 days of the year? We can, but we need to
graduate, and we need to start doing the work that Christ was us to: Saving the lost and loving them. That’s it. Save
and Love. Save and Love. Do you see a pattern? Save and Love in the hopes that one day someone will be there for us
when we get lost and that they might save and love us back to the Kingdom of God.

Before I let you go, I wanted to share the Vision Statement of this church because its important. Please take time to
read it, to memorize it, so that we can go out and truly live it.
“Christ is Counting on us to Know, Love, & Serve God.”
Blessings!

Pastor Phil
Adult Ministries
There are a variety of ongoing opportunities for Adults to connect each week. For more information about
any of the groups please feel free to reach out to the leaders listed below.
Sunday School:

All are invited to join our Adult Sunday School Class at 9:00 am each Sunday in the church basement.
Class Leader Bruce Hyink (Bruce@Hyink.org)

Ladies Bible Study:

Vera’s Ladies Bible Study meets each Tuesday at 12:30pm in the Upper Room. They are currently
studying the book of Hebrews. All ladies are invited to join.
Contact: Paula Allard (paulaallard38@gmail.com).
The group will begin a new study on Thursday May 5th at 5:30pm. "Having a Mary Spirit, Allowing
God to Change Us from the Inside Out" by Joanna Weaver is a twelve week video study with a
participant study guide and companion book.
Contact: Pat Ferrell (patferrell59@yahoo.com ).

United Women in Faith
•

Craft Fair: The United Women in Faith (formally UMW) will hold their annual craft fair in October. They are
asking for help in the form of craft donations for the sale. Please consider donating your wonderful work so that
they can continue to support several charities.

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund is needing replenished. This fund allows Pastor Phil to help members of our church
and our community. Typical use of this fund include gas, a nights lodging, and other urgent needs that would help
someone through the day.
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Squeaky’s Corner
Hi Everyone!
Today I’ve decided to be happy! Why? Well for starters, it’s the beginning of the month of May and
do you know what happens at the end of May? School is out for Summer Break!! It has been a long
school year and I’m ready for a break. How about you? Are you ready for Summer Break?
Actually, I will miss school because I really enjoy going to school to see all of my friends and I even
like a few of the subjects they teach. My favorite classes are “Theoretical Feline Escape Equations” (How to get away from a cat) and “Relativistic Spatial Anomalies” (How to sneak around so
people don’t see you). What are some of your favorite classes? Will you miss them?
Some of the things that I won’t miss is the homework and studying for tests. I have taken a lot of tests
this year and they can be sort of scary. I know we need to take them so we can show how much we’ve
learned in class, so I try to do my very best on them. Will you miss taking these tests?
So, summer is just around the corner and I’m beginning to make plans of how I want to spend it. First, I just want to hang
out by the pool or go hiking around with my friends. Second, I would like to take a trip somewhere, so I’ll probably hitch a
ride with Pastor Phil and his family as they do stuff this summer time. They are pretty cool about having me along. Most
people don’t want a mouse riding with them, but I usually get a nice comfortable place to ride in the car and I normally
even get a view where we are going. Now that is traveling in style!
Where are you planning on going this summer? Do you have some grand pirate adventure planned? Are you going to scale
the highest mountain? How about surf the waves of Hawaii? Whatever you do, have fun!!
Oh hey, do you want to hear some Knock, Knock jokes? Okay, ready or not, here they come!
Knock, Knock
Who's there?
Summer
Summer who?
Summer time and the living is fine! I like that one, living is fine in summertime and it even rhymes!! Ha, ha, ha!! So, are
you ready for the next one? Here it goes!
Knock, knock
Who’s there?
Alpaca
Alpaca who?
Alpaca the trunk, you pack the suitcase! Get it? Packing up to go on vacation!!! Woo Hoo!!
Okay, where was I? Oh, I know. I wanted to go out this year and plant a really huge garden. Have you ever planted a garden? I was thinking of planting things like Carrots, Cheese, Ice Cream, and some Tomatoes. How do you think those will
grow in the garden? Do you have any ideas of what I might plant?
Well, I need to get going this morning, I have a lot to do and I have three tests in school today but I think I’ll be okay, they
are all about identifying different types of cheese and I’m pretty much an expert at that. Have an awesome beginning of the
summer and I’ll see you around the church!

-Squeaky
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Missions Team

May Missions News
Mission Focus: CONGO WATER PROJECT
We take our own access to clean water for granted. In many parts of the world
people are not so fortunate. In the Congo, many years of civil war destroyed
much of the already poor infrastructure for electricity and water in a country
which is the second poorest country in the world. In 2013, Congo Projects for
Relief (CPR) was formed to address needs in the area of health and literacy in
the Katanga Province of the Congo. CPR is working to provide a sustainable
water system for the village of Musumba in the Kapanga District of Congo.
This is an all volunteer project with no paid staff, keeping operating costs low.
All your contributions go a long way for this project. CPR’s work is done with
the support of the Tribal Chief and the Musumba Water Committee. As of
2019, the project had drilled a well 150 feet deep, installed a high volume electric pump and built a 500,000 liter storage facility.
Of course, COVID-19 affected this project and communication was limited
during 2020 and 2021. In a recent letter the project manager, John Schwarting, reports that the pump is working and providing clean water to the area,
but the storage tank is leaking and needs repair. John is planning a trip to do repairs caused by lightning and to repair
some booster pumps.
This is a year-round project of the mission team. Most of our donations for this project come from our Metal Recycling
Program. Special repeated thanks to Larry Ellison who sorts, loads and delivers all the items to the recycling center. We
also gladly accept monetary donations, just note on your check Congo Water project or give online at:
www.firstumcwindsor.com/donate (water project)
Letter from John Schwarting, Director, Kapanga Water Works
Greetings to all:
Once again, I thank you for your past support of our work to provide clean drinking water for the people in Kapanga, Congo. Your spiritual and financial support has been a blessing over the years.
It has been almost three years since last we traveled to Kapanga. The COVID virus has kept us close to home. This July
we are committed to travel to Congo to survey the current situation and plan for future expansion. The water well we
tapped has been working so the people are receiving clean drinking water. However, the 100,000-liter storage tank we
built in 2015 has a leak that needs repair, and the booster pumps need to be restarted so the water will reach to all areas of
the village. Future plans are to install another well pump (the well has been dug) and to improve/expand the existing distribution system. The electrical generation plant that the Catholic Mission has constructed continues to provide power. However, they have been shut down often due to lightning strikes. We will be working with them this trip to provide
better grounding.
As you can see there is much to do and dreams to chase. Thank you for uplifting our team as we walk together towards a
brighter tomorrow.
John E. Schwarting, Director
Kapanga Water Works (Congo)
METAL RECYCLING
It is Spring! Time to clean out the garage, barn or shed. Bring those waste metals to our Metal Recycling area in the parking area at the back of the church, off the alley. Recycling is a win/win…You are reducing waste at the landfill and reducing
clutter at your home, as well as benefitting a most worthy cause.
Note: All metals accepted, but please separate aluminum cans from steel, and rinse out food waste. Thanks!
Volunteer Opportunities!
Calling all Gardeners, and those who like to play in the dirt!
Here is a hands-on opportunity for you…we have learned of a need locally for some help with planting and clean up at the
Garden Square Assisted Living Center in Greeley. The Missions Team will sponsor a work day at Garden Square at
Westlake (3151 W 20th St. Greeley) on May 21, from 9-4. We will do some planting, some pruning and hope to work
with some of the residents. There will also be a garden tea party for the residents! Bring your garden gloves, hand tools
and a lunch, or eat in the dining room for a small fee. Please let us know if you would like to supply some cookies or other
treats for refreshments for the party. Does this sound like something you might enjoy? Call Julie Cogburn (970-3973045) or Cathy Bell (719-640-9374) for more information.
(Continued on Page 6)
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Family Ministries
On April 3rd, First UMC’s Youth Ministry hosted a Zombie Escape Room. We had six youth attend. The Youth had an
hour to solve a variety of clues and puzzles in order to open the door, escape the room and demolish the Zombies who
were after the last pizza left in the church! Afterwards we had pizza and “brain cake” and “brain gummy candies” to
celebrate. Thank you to the adults who helped out; Cristina Capplinger, Pastor Phil, Ian Campbell, Mike Ferrell, and
Pat Ferrell. And a special thank you to Sharon Hinton for baking and decorating “brain” cakes for us! They were
awesome!

Thank you to everyone who
helped out with the Easter Egg
Hunt on Easter Sunday. The
kiddos had a great time and went
home with bags full of candy!
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(Mission News Cont. from page 4)
Windsor/Severance Food Pantry volunteers needed! June is our volunteer month at the Windsor/Severance Food Pantry.
If you are interested in working at the pantry a few hours on Tues or Thursday mornings in June, sign up on-line through
the church website. Go to: firstumcwindsor.com then go to the menu, click on ‘serve' and click on Food Pantry. If you
have problems signing up or questions, please see Lois Huckabee or Cathy Bell.
Thank You!!
Thank you for supporting our fundraising Soup Sale. After expenses we brought in over $900!
Thank you for supporting UMCOR:
We have collected $1960 for UMCOR Sunday (administrative costs)
UMCOR, relief for Ukraine, $738.
Thank you for your ongoing support of Feed My Starving Children. We took a check for $1800 to Slammin Famine in
February. Since then you have donated an additional $1021 to FMSC!

Announcements
•

Meals: One of the outreaches that the Congregational Care Team provides is meals for those in our congregation
in times of need (both short and long term). Please contact Pat Ferrell (patferrell59@yahoo.com)or Meg Persavich
(margaretpersavich@yahoo.com) if you or someone you know needs a meal delivered.

•

Leadership Council is calling on the historical memory of the congregation. Each Spring, Leadership Council
submits to the Mountain Sky Conference Board of Lay Ministry a nomination for Quiet Disciple from the First
United Methodist Church of Windsor. For adults, this is a lifetime achievement award. We are trying to compile
a list of Quiet Disciples for FUMC for our records. We do not need the year, just the name. Please call the church
office at 970-686-2368 or email at firstumcwindsor@gmail.com.

•

Mother’s Day Breakfast: The United Methodist Men will host a Mother’s Day Breakfast on Sunday, May 8
from 8a-9:45a in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign-up online or at the Welcome Desk.

•

Mark Your Calendars: We will host a Church Clean-Up Day on Saturday, May 7 at 10a.

•

Church Supply Needs: Currently we are in need of paper towels.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday

Happy Anniversary

Cathy Bell (05/06)

Marilyn Shouse (05/25)

Bill and Sandi Hill (05/10)

Melinda Stephan (05/07)

Steve Christian (05/27)

Lind and Sally Weidlich (05/14)

Pat Ferrell (05/09)

Mike Reed (05/29)

John and Sandy Lee (5/21)

Claudia Reinfelds (05/09)

Phil and Cindy Vogels (05/24)

Matthew Lee (05/11)

Eric and Jessica Freitag (05/25)

Connect With Us
Facebook

FirstUMCWindsor

Instagram

YouTube

FirstUMCWindsor

Website

FirstUMCWindsor.com
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First United Methodist Church of Windsor
503 Walnut St., Windsor, CO 80550
Office Hours: Tues-Fri 10AM-3PM
Telephone: (970) 686-2368
Email firstumcwindsor@gmail.com

* Outside Group
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

9a Adult Sunday School

5:30p Choir Practice

12:30p Vera’s Bible Study

9:30a *LNCQ

10:00a UWF Craft Group

10a Worship/
Children’s Church

7p BSA Troop Meeting

5:30p Women’s Bible
Study

13

14

21

5:30p Trustees Meeting

11a Fellowship Hour
5p BSA Special Study

8

9

10

11

12

9a Adult Sunday School

5:30p Choir Practice

12:30p Vera’s Bible Study

1:30p UWF

10a Worship/
Children’s Church

7p BSA Troop Meeting

6p *Stepping Stones Meeting 5:30p Finance

5:30p Women’s Bible
Study

15

16

17

18

19

20

9a Adult Sunday School

5:30p Choir Practice

12:30p Vera’s Bible Study

9:00a *C-PS Book Club

10:00a UWF Craft Group

10a Worship/
Children’s Church

7p BSA Troop Meeting

2p Missions Team

5:30p SPRC

5:30p Women’s Bible
Study

27

11a Fellowship Hour

5p BSA Special Study

4p *DAR

11a Fellowship Hour
11a Missions Team
5p BSA Special Study

22

23

24

25

26

9a Adult Sunday School

5:30p Choir Practice

12:30p Vera’s Bible Study

1:30p UWF

10a Worship/
Children’s Church

7p BSA Troop Meeting

5:30p Women’s Bible
Study

5:30p Leadership

28

11a Fellowship Hour

29

30

31

9a Adult Sunday School

5:30p Choir Practice

12:30p Vera’s Bible Study

10a Worship/
Children’s Church

7p BSA Troop Meeting

11a Fellowship Hour
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