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“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are 
to love one another.” -John 13:34.  These words were spoken by Jesus nearly 2,000 years ago and 
each time I read them I am struck by how powerful these words still are today.  As in Jesus day, we 
live in a world full of people, each going through life with their own perceptions of what is right and 
what is wrong. From politics to theology to the color of carpeting in a church sanctuary, people have 
their own opinions and quite often they differ from the person next to them.  This happens because 
we are each uniquely made and our world views are shaped by many things including culture, family, 
ethnicity, traditions, beliefs, and a myriad of other things.  I imagine if you pull together two people 
that are fairly similar in all of these areas and began to ask them pointed questions about their world 

views, you would most likely get several answers that are the same but you would also find a disconnect on several 
others.   
These differences in opinion can be small or they can be strong.  Some people keep these opinions quiet while others 
like to shout them from the mountain top, again because we are all designed a little differently from one another.  If 
you watch the news you can see the disconnect, especially if you watch different stations and news casts. Each has 
their own slant on any given issue. The same can be said for churches in our area. We have some things in common 
but we also have some beliefs that keep us apart because we just don’t agree on some of these beliefs.  If you dig even 
deeper, you will find that even within any given church or organization, you will still have these disconnected 
thoughts and beliefs.   
The problems come when people begin to argue over these issues.  We tend to get defensive about our positions and 
when backed into a corner, like any animal on this planet, our instinct is to fight.  So, we come out swinging, trying to 
knock down our opponents’ defenses while keeping ours intact.  Most of the time we use words to accomplish this as 
well as emotion. I have seen people nearly come to the point of physical violence because of some small matter that 
they did not agree upon.  I have seen churches torn asunder, I have seen relationships dissolve, I have witnessed 
countries raging war on one another, and I have seen friends separate forever.  
So, what are we to do about this? How are we to respond when others attack us or when we feel like attacking some-
one else?  Dare I say that it is with Love?  In a recent sermon I talked about the Beatitudes or blessings that we have 
because Christ is in our lives.  We also have the blessing of being able to love those that we do not agree with.  Sure, 
we can fight with them but what does that accomplish?  What if this love that Jesus commands us to share pours 
forth and we just sit and listen and talk?  What if we respect the other person and try to really understand where they 
are coming from? And then at the end of the day, if we still disagree, can we not still love one another?   
The second part of the above scripture reads: “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.”  When people see Christians fighting, are we showing them the love of Christ or are we driving them 
further from a relationship with Jesus and the church?  When we badger others on social media are we showing the 
love of Jesus to the world?  I dare say we are not.   
Martin Luther King, Jr once said “I have decided to stick to love…Hate is too great a burden to bear.”  Dr. King is 
simply restating what Jesus already told us: To love one another. I know it’s hard to do this sometimes and I know it 
takes work but if we are to truly call ourselves followers of Jesus Christ we should at least try to follow this most basic 
of commandments: To Love one another as He loved us? Did Jesus die so that we could hate or so that we could love?  
I will be praying all this month that each person who reads this will be able to choose love. And please don’t take my 
word for it because it wasn’t me who said this, it was Jesus: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disci-
ples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35 
Blessings, 
Pastor Phil  

Christ is counting on us to Know, Love, and Serve God. 
 

Our doors are open for all to join us in worship every Sunday at 10 am. 
   9:00a Adult Sunday School (Church Basement) 

 10:00a Worship Service (in-person and online) 
 10:10a Children’s Church 
 11:00a Fellowship Hour (Fellowship Hall)  

Pastor’s Pen 
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March Mission Focus: Stepping Stones 
 
March mission focus is Stepping Stones of Windsor. Stepping Stones is a nonprofit organization that be-
gan in 2003 and Pastor Gary Haddock and First United Methodist Church were instrumental in its begin-
nings. Stepping Stones board members work directly with neighbors in need within the Weld RE-4 school 
district to prevent homelessness by providing financial assistant and referrals in times of need. Assistance 
is provided directly to a client’s landlord or utility company upon receipt of an eviction notice or utility 
shutoff. In 2022 the organization helped 391 neighbors in 140 households (an increase of 100 neighbors 
and 75 household over the previous year) in the Windsor, Severance and West Greeley areas. An average 
of $8,104 was paid out each month last year. Efforts are made to keep administrative costs to less than 3%. 
How we can help: Stepping Stones relies heavily on donations and fundraisers such as the soup luncheon 
we will be hosting March 19 in our fellowship hall from 11-1. A variety of hot soups, salad, bread and des-
serts will be provided for a freewill donation. Please help us support this very helpful organization by at-
tending and donating. FUMC members Cole Gerstner and Rob Bradley are active members of the board of 
Stepping Stones. 

January Mission News 

The Mission Team meetings are open to all.  Our meeting this month is on  
March 12 immediately following worship.  Meet us in the upper room! 

UMCOR SUNDAY- 

UMCOR Sunday special offering will be taken on April 19. Gifts given on UMCOR Sunday strengthen the church’s 
global humanitarian response by underwriting UMCOR’s administrative costs. This allows UMCOR to use 100% of 
additional funds for specific programs like U.S. disaster response , international disaster response , and global migra-
tion .   Go to: www.umcmissions.org for additional information 

Slammin’ Famine update: 

Thanks to those who participated in Slammin’ Famine recently. The Friday team packed 65,232 meals, enough to feed 
178 children for a year. The Saturday team packed 62,640 meals, enough to feed 171 children for a year. AMAZING! 
If you were not able to participate this time, there will be another food packing event later in the year. We also pre-
sented a check for $1000 to Feed My Starving Children. Thank You! In 2022 our church donated $3300 to FMSC to 
feed hungry children around the world. Check out this link to Feed My Starving Children online marketplace. It is a 
great way to support FMSC while purchasing great gifts as well as coffee and other products. 
www.fmscmaketplace.org 

Thank You:  

Thank you for your support of our Missionary, Jennifer Moore, in North Macedonia.  The ‘Noisy Offering’ collected a 
few weeks ago brought in $560!  Additional giving brings the total given to $660.   
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Squeaky’s Corner 

Hi Everyone!  I’m so excited right now because we just entered the season of Lent and in a few short weeks 
we will be celebrating Easter together! Isn’t that amazing?  I love looking forward to Easter because it re-
minds me each day how much Jesus loves all of us!  And this love is given to us without cost and without a 
price! Its’ free!!! Wow, how many things in this world do you get for free with no strings attached?  I don’t 
know about you, but I really like this feeling of Jesus and His unconditional love for me and sometimes I 
just want to shout it out loud! Like now: how about it? Should we shout it together? Okay, here it goes! I 
love that Jesus loves me!!!!  Wow, didn’t that feel good?  I hope all of my friends heard it because then may-
be they will come over and ask me what I’m shouting about and then I can share this amazing news of Jesus 
love with them.   
There is a phrase we hear in the church sometimes and it goes something like this: God is good all the time. 
All the time, God is good.  This brings a smile to my face each time I hear it because I know we all have this 
really cool God who is just wanting to take care of us! 
You know, if you look around the church just a little bit you will find some of this goodness and this 
love.  You see it when the women were making soup the other day (and oh boy did it smell good), you see it 
during Bible study classes, you see it when Jenni and Luke teach our kids on Sunday morning, and you see 
it when people smile and say “Good Morning” every time they see one another.  I don’t know about you but 
this just makes me feel all warm inside, like cuddling up in a ball of cotton towels when its cold outside.  It’s 
amazing! 
Oh, do you want to hear some Knock, Knock jokes? Okay, here they come!   
Knock, Knock? 
Who’s there? 
Ann. 
Annie who? 
Annie Bunny eggcited for Easter? Get it? Are you excited for Easter? Ha, ha, ha, that was really funny! Here 
is one more for you! 
Knock, knock. 
Who’s there? 
Sherwood. 
Sherwood who? 
Sherwood like to have a chocolate Easter bunny. That was funny too, wasn’t it? I love Knock, knock jokes, 
don’t you?  
Okay, where was I?  Oh that’s right, I was talking about being joyous and happy during Lent because of the 
Love that Jesus has for us. You know, right now I have the front door open and it feels like spring. The birds 
are chirping, the sun is out and most of the snow is gone. It’s a beautiful day and I just wanted to take a mi-
nute to remind all of us to thank God and Jesus for each and everyday day that we can share with each oth-
er on this earth.  In fact, I’m going to head over to my friends house right now to let them know how much I 
care about them. Maybe you can do the same thing. 
Anyway, I better get going, I see the neighbor cat coming down the sidewalk and I don’t want to get in his 
way as he tends to be a bit grumpy first thing in the morning.  
Take care and I’ll see you all around the church! 

 

-Squeaky  
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Children and Family Ministries 

Adult Ministries 
There are a variety of ongoing opportunities for Adults to connect each week.  For more information about 
any of the groups please feel free to reach out to the leaders listed below. 

 
Sunday School:   All are invited to join our Adult Sunday School Class at 9:00 am each Sunday in the church basement. 
   The class is currently participating in the Lenten study “John the Gospel of Light and Life”.  
   Class Leader Bruce Hyink (Bruce@Hyink.org) 
 
Vera’s Bible Study:   Vera’s Bible Study meets each Tuesday at 12:30pm in the church’s Upper Room.  All are  
   welcome to join. 
   Contact: Paula Allard (paulaallard38@gmail.com).   
 

 The women are currently participating in a Lenten study “John, the Gospel of Light and Life”.  Books are available from  

   Cokesbury, Christianbooks, Thriftbooks or Amazon. Books are not required to participate in the class.  They meet each 
   Thursday at 5:30pm. All are welcome. For  more information contact Pat Ferrell.  

   Contact: Pat Ferrell (patferrell59@yahoo.com ).   

Here’s what we are learning during March in Children’s Church! 

We’re blasting off to Mars to learn how important it is to  

FOLLOW GOD! 

mailto:patferrell59@yahoo.com
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 Connect With Us 
Facebook Instagram Website 

FirstUMCWindsor FirstUMCWindsor.com 

YouTube 

FirstUMCWindsor 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Dan Overton (03/01) 

Carl Bronson (03/07) 

Bruce Hyink (03/09) 

Maxwell Zimmerman (03/10) 

Lois Huckabee (03/10) 

Lauren Van Arsdall  (03/11) 

Tara Overton (03/12) 

Bill Pratt (03/13) 

Cindy Gleason (03/13) 

Sadie Measel (03/21) 

Ruth Ann Roberts (03/23) 

Pat Thomas (03/25) 

Jim Brewer (03/27) 

Judy Harrison (03/31) 

 

 

Tony and Kim Park (03/25) 

Happy Birthday 

Church Wish List 

• Decaf Coffee 

• Candy for Easter Egg Hunt 

• Plastic Eggs 

• $25 gas cards for King Soopers or Safeway (for 

outreach) 

Announcements  

Happy Anniversary 



 6 

March 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
10:00a *League of No Co 
Quilters 

10a *PEO Meeting 

5:30p Trustees 

2 
5:30p Women’s Bible 
Study 

3 

10:00a UWF Craft Group 
4 

5 
9a Adult Sunday School 

10a Worship/
Children’s Church 

11a Fellowship Hour 

6 
5:30p Choir Practice 

7p BSA Troop Meeting 

7 
12:30p Vera’s Bible Study 

8 
1:30p UWF Meeting 

5:30p Finance 

9 
5:30p Women’s Bible 
Study 

10 11 

12 
9a Adult Sunday School 

10a Worship/
Children’s Church 

11a Fellowship Hour 

11a Missions Meeting 

11a Blood Pressure  
Checks 

13 
5:30p Choir Practice 

7p BSA Troop Meeting 

14 
11a *PEO Meeting 

12:30p Vera’s Bible Study 

15 
*9a C-PS Book Club 

5:30p SPRC 

16 
5:30p Women’s Bible 
Study 

17 
10:00a UWF Craft Group 

18 

19 
9a Adult Sunday School 

10a Worship/
Children’s Church 

11a Fellowship Hour 

 

20 
5:30p Choir Practice 

7p BSA Troop Meeting 

21 
12:30p Vera’s Bible Study 

3:30p DAR Meeting 

 

22 
1:30p UWF Meeting 

5:30p Leadership 

23 
5:30p Women’s Bible 
Study 

24 
10:00a UWF Craft Group 

25 

26 
9a Adult Sunday School 

10a Worship/
Children’s Church 

11a Fellowship Hour 

27 
5:30p Choir Practice 

7p BSA Troop Meeting 

28 
12:30p Vera’s Bible Study 

29 30 
5:30p Women’s Bible 
Study 

31  

First United Methodist Church of Windsor 

503 Walnut St., Windsor, CO 80550 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 10AM-3PM 

Telephone: (970) 686-2368  

Email firstumcwindsor@gmail.com 

*Outside Organization 


