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As I was walking in my neighborhood the other day, I noticed a house that appears to be empty and that has been what 
you might call an ‘eye sore’ for a while now. The paint on the house is flaking off, there are discolored patches, and the 
wood around the bottom of the roof is looking rotten because the paint on this was worn off long ago.  However, a few 
days later I saw a crew at this same house, scrapping the old paint off, replacing some of the wood, and getting ready to 
not just paint the exterior of this house, but the interior too.  

When you have a building that isn’t taken care of properly and where the paint has been allowed to wear off, not only does 
it make the building look bad, but it leaves the wood underneath vulnerable to wear, tear, and rot.  A couple of good coats 
of paint will reseal these things and further protect them from the elements.  Another upside to painting is that it makes 
the structure look fresh and bright again.  

I know that most local churches have had their fair share of paint projects in the last few years as well.  I can imagine if 
you just look around your own home, you might remember when you last painted the outside of your house or maybe an interior room or 
two. Then you remember back to how much work you put into slapping a coat of paint on something.  You can’t just go directly to painting 
because if the surface is not treated properly then your new paint will just be flaking off in a year or so.  

I’ve been places in my life where I’ve heard the phrase “Just slap a coat of paint on it and it’ll be fine.” Sure, this changes the outward appear-
ance of something, but does it really do any good if all that paint is gone in a short while because no preparation work was done?  

I was struck with the thought about how often in our lives we ‘slap a coat of paint’ on our emotions, our faith, and our lives simply to give 
others the impression that we are doing fine. We might even do this in an attempt to convince ourselves that everything is fine. The reality is, 
when we try to cover ourselves in this way, we end up becoming more exposed than ever.  

You see, like a quick coat of paint, we look good and even feel good for a while….but when the storms of life assail us that outer coating just 
washes away, leaving us bare to the elements.  But what can we do about it? How can we have a firm under coat that will stand up to the 
things that life throws at us? 
 
The answer is right in front of you….just take a moment….maybe close your eyes…take a few deep breathes… what do you see? What do you 
feel?  As you do this, also remember that God is all around you…covering you… embracing you…each and every second of every single day. 
God is your protection coat that clings to your soul and protects you from the world.   

Now on top of this God coating, we need to put on the paint of faith and hope and love.  Just like our undercoating, this is given to us by God. 
So, now we feel good and we look good because we are surrounded and protected by the Love of God. What now? Is it okay to go out into the 
world, to face the reality of what each day might bring without fear of falling apart? 

Again, the simple answer is “YES!”  With Gods love around us, with Christ Jesus in our hearts, we are ready to face anything that life throws 
our way without fear of our lives just being washed away or flaking off.  Sure, sometimes the things in life with hit is pretty hard, it will drive 
us to our knees and we’ll feel like we are inside of a tornado whipping sand at us at 120 miles per hour. It will hurt, it will sting….but it will 
not destroy us…not as long as we have God’s protection surrounding us. 

As I’m writing this I’m visualizing a spray paint can with the label “God Paint” written on the outside and I’m seeing myself running all over 
town, painting the people that I care about so that they will be protected from the elements.  Now, I’m not sure that a can of paint like this 
exists, but we exist and our love exits, so why not take this love and use it to cover these same friends with prayer and compassion and love?  
Isn’t God in all of these?   

During this month of August I would encourage you to cover yourself with God and to pour out the blessings of love upon all that you might 
encounter each and every day. And when the winds howl, when the hail falls, and when the ice forms, you and they will be surrounded by the 
best protection around…the Love of Christ. 

 
Blessings, 
Pastor Phil 

 
Christ is  counting on us to Know, Love, and Serve  God.  

 
Our doors are open for all to join us in worship every Sunday at 10 am. 

             9:00 Adult Sunday School (Church Basement) 
  10:00 Worship Service (in-person and online) 
  10:15 Children’s Church 
  11:00 Fellowship Hour (Fellowship Hall)  

Pastor’s Pen 
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Adult Ministries 

There are a variety of ongoing opportunities for Adults to connect each week.  For more information about 
any of the groups please feel free to reach out to the leaders listed below. 

 
Sunday School:   All are invited to join our Adult Sunday School Class at 9:00 am each Sunday in the church basement. 
   Class Leader Bruce Hyink (Bruce@Hyink.org) 
 
Vera’s Bible Study:   Vera’s Ladies Bible Study meets each Tuesday at 12:30pm.  This summer they will meet at  
   Linda Everett’s house.  Please contact Paula or the church office for more information.  Everyone is 
   invited to join, men and women. 
   Contact: Paula Allard (paulaallard38@gmail.com).   
 

 The women are currently taking a break from their normal studies to enjoy Summer Yard Gatherings.  
   Please watch the bulletin and social media for upcoming gatherings.  
   Contact: Pat Ferrell (patferrell59@yahoo.com ).   

Family Ministries 

mailto:patferrell59@yahoo.com
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Missions Updates: 
 Congo Water Project- we recently sent $1322 in support for the team who left for Kapanga, Congo on July 
21st.  This is the first trip since being shut out by COVID.  The team will be assessing the damage done by lightening 
to the water pumps and doing repairs as they are able.  Please pray for John Schwarting, Project Manager for Congo 
Projects for Relief, and his team.  He is also taking our donation of $700 for flood relief to the Mulungwishi Theologi-
cal Seminary. 
 
 Pastor’s Discretionary Fund- Thank you for your donations to this emergency fund.  This allows Pastor Phil to 
respond quickly to needs in times of emergency.   
 
 Windsor/Severance Food Pantry- Thank you to those who volunteered of their time at the Food Pantry in 
June.  Our church will again be called upon for volunteers in October, but volunteers are always needed.  If you are 
interested in volunteering at the Food Pantry, you may call Brenda at the pantry, at 970-329-1588 or talk to any of the 
Missions Team.    And thank you for your donations of food and toiletry items, which are always needed! 

Missions Team 

August Mission Focus: Windsor Harvest Festival 

 
We are looking forward to the Windsor Harvest Festival Parade on September 5th.  We will again 
have cinnamon rolls, burritos and coffee for sale in front of the church.    Please join us to watch the 
parade from our perfect viewing area and enjoy a morning treat.  
Proceeds from the food sales will go toward our Mission Projects.   
 
 If you would like to help the Missions Team on Labor Day, please contact Cathy Bell (719-640-
9374). 

Don’t these people look like they are having 
fun?  If you would like to help the Missions 

Team on Labor Day, please contact Cathy Bell 
at 719-640-9374. 

United Women in Faith 

• United Women in Faith Sunday: On August 7, we will have a special worship service led by the FUMC Wind-
sor United Women in Faith with guest speaker Laurel Kubin. 

• Craft  Fair:  The United Women in Faith (formally UMW) will hold their annual craft fair on  Sunday, October 
30.  They are asking for help in the form of craft donations for the sale.  Please consider donating your wonderful 
work so that they can continue to support several charities. 
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Hi Everyone! How is your summer going? I hope it’s going well and that you’ve had a chance to do some 
really fun things this summer time. I’ve been hanging out with friends, visited some of the local swimming 
pools, played Pin the Tail on the Cat, been bike riding, and even caught a concert at the park here in Wind-
sor! 

Hey, I have a question for you: Do you know what that little piece of plastic at the end of your shoelace is 
called? Well, never fear because I happen to know that it is called an Aglet! Pretty cool, huh? Which letter 
begins more words in the English language than any other letter? It is the letter “S”. Don’t you love it when 
you know stuff? I love learning new things, do you? Speaking of learning, I’m really excited that school is 
starting up again in a few weeks. I just can’t wait to start learning new things again! I know some people 
don’t like school but I think it’s awesome. Where else can you go and come home smarter than when you 
left? School!!! 

I don’t really have a favorite subject because I really like learning about lots of stuff. Do you have a favorite 
subject that you like to learn about? When I learn something new I get really happy and just can’t wait to 
get home to share it with my family and friends who aren’t in my class. Do you like to share what you learn 

with others? 

I know some of you reading this don’t go to school anymore because you’ve graduated from High School or college but do you 
still like to learn? There are many ways to keep learning even if you don’t go to school. You can read a book about an interesting 
topic, you can go online to different educational sites or you can even take classes online as well to learn new things. 

Did you know you can go to United Methodist Communications on the internet and sign up for classes like how to be a more wel-
coming church, communicating faith in the 21 st century, and what it means to be a United Methodist? It’s true, there are a 
bunch of classes you can take through them that are really interesting! 

Or, you can maybe start attending a Bible Study class at the church and begin learning new things about what God is trying to 
teach us. Or you can go outside the church and maybe learn a new skill like how to make pottery or fix your lawn mower. There 
are tons of things we can all learn about and like I said before, it’s really fun to learn new things. 

Oh hey, do you want to hear some Knock, knock jokes? Okay, here they come! 

Knock, knock 

Who’s there? 

Justin 

Justin who? 

Just in time for school! Ha, ha, ha, wasn’t that one funny? Okay, ready for another one? Here we go! 

Knock, knock 

Who’s there? 

Canoe 

Canoe who? 

Canoe help me with my homework? Get it? Can you help me with my homework? Wow, that one was super funny! Ha, ha ha! 

 

Okay now, where were we? Oh, that’s right, we were learning new things like who was the first Bishop of the Methodist Church in 
America? Thomas Coke in 1784. See, isn’t learning fun? Well, I need to be going because I have to get some more supplies for the 
new school year. Remember, even if you don’t go to school, try to learn something new each and every day! 

Take care and I’ll see you around the church! 

Squeaky’s Corner 

-Squeaky  
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• Church Shirts: It’s not too late to order your new church t-shirt.  They are $12.75 each (2x –4x add $2), cash 
or check when you pick up your shirt.  If you have already ordered a shirt, please stop by the office or see Debbie 
Bates on Sunday mornings to pick up your shirt. 

• Church Supplies Wishlist: We are running low on toilet paper and paper towels.   

Announcements  

 Connect With Us 
Facebook Instagram Website 

FirstUMCWindsor FirstUMCWindsor.com 

YouTube 

FirstUMCWindsor 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Lavon Hood (8/3) 

Perry Cogburn (8/5) 

Cindy Vogels (8/8) 

Larry Ellison (8/14) 

Tracy Bates (8/15) 

John Hood (8/20) 

David Hinton (8/26) 

Alexia Cunningham-Baca (8/27) 

Cheryl Gerstner (8/27) 

Donna Pierce (8/27 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

Dan and Susan Jewell-Klema (8/1) 

Bill and Linda Burr (8/17) 

Jeff and Melinda Stephan (8/22) 

Gary and Cheryl Ann Craven-Lindblad (8/25) 

Mike and Heather Reed (8/26) 

Steve and Paula Allard (8/31) 
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August 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
12:30p Vera’s Bible Study 

6 
9:30a *LNCQ 

5:30p Trustees Meeting 

4 5 
10:00a UWF Craft Group 

6 

7 
United Women 
in Faith Sunday 

9a Adult Sunday School 

10a Worship/
Children’s Church 

11a Fellowship Hour 

8 
7p BSA Troop Meeting 

9 
12:30p Vera’s Bible Study 

13 
5:30p Finance  

11 12 13 

14 
9a Adult Sunday School 

10a Worship/
Children’s Church 

11a Fellowship Hour 

15 
7p BSA Troop Meeting 

16 
12:30p Vera’s Bible Study 

20 
9:00a *C-PS Book Club 

5:30p SPRC  

18 19 
10:00a UWF Craft Group 

20 

21 
9a Adult Sunday School 

10a Worship/
Children’s Church 

11a Fellowship Hour 

22 
7p BSA Troop Meeting 

23 
12:30p Vera’s Bible Study 

27 
5:30p Leadership  

25 26 27 

28 
9a Adult Sunday School 

10a Worship/
Children’s Church 

11a Fellowship Hour 

29 
7p BSA Troop Meeting 

30 
12:30p Vera’s Bible Study 

31    

First United Methodist Church of Windsor 

503 Walnut St., Windsor, CO 80550 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 10AM-3PM 

Telephone: (970) 686-2368  

Email firstumcwindsor@gmail.com 


