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September 2008 

Rev Linda Pelletier, Pastor  

“SEEK     BELIEVE     SHARE IN CHRIST” 

The Messenger 

Do you have something you 

would like to share with the   

congregation?  Have it added to 

the Messenger.  

 

The FUMC Messenger is looking 

for submissions from the congrega-

tion to keep all of its members up to 

date on what’s happening in our 

church.  The deadline is the 10th of 

the month.    Please email                   

fumcmessenger@gmail.com   

Are you longing to spend refreshing moments 

with God, your Bible, and a cup of coffee? Is 

lack of time forcing you to abandon your 

dream of a few moments alone with God 

each day? Instead of rushing off on a guilt 

trip, use these tips to spend time with God on 

the go! Your spiritual life will be richer for it. 

As you drive around, tune in to a Christian 

station or play your favorite praise and wor-

ship cassette. Don't be afraid to sing along as 

you drive. No one can hear you. And besides, 

your smile will be contagious.  

Sing your favorite praise songs as you mop 

up your chores.  

Whenever you're faced with a dilemma, thank 

God for being with you in the midst of it. Then 

ask God to give you wisdom.  

Count your blessings whenever you write a 

check. Thank God for pro viding for you.  

On a 3X5 card, make a list of people who 

need prayer. Beside each name, jot a note to 

remind you of that person's prayer need. Post 

the note in your kitchen. While you prepare a 

meal or clean up, glance at the list and pray.  

As you drive to work, think about each staff 

member. Create a prayer acrostic for each 

person to help you pray for him or her. For 

example, T -- time he wants with his family; O 

-- obedience to God even when it hurts; and 

M -- ministry with fifth-graders will flourish.  

Allow the sight of stained glass to remind you 

of the stains Christ removed from your life. 

Thank God.  

When you see a school, skyscraper, hospital, 

prison, business, or cult meeting area, ask 

God to break the power of the enemy on the 

lives of the people inside.  

At the sound of an approaching siren, ask 

God to protect the people involved in the 

emergency. Pray that God's love will shine 

into that situation.  

If a face stands out in a crowd, pray for God's 

blessing and guidance in that person's life.  

Stuck in a traffic jam again? Don't sweat it; 

pray for the other motorists around you.  

Get some fresh air and a renewed spirit with 

a listening walk -- even if it's only a quick trot 

to the mailbox or a whirl around the grocery 

store. Ask God to speak to you. Listen quietly 

for God's voice.  

Whenever you look at your watch, take time 

to ask for God's presence to guide you 

through the day.  

When you stop at a stop sign, stop and pray 

for someone in your family.  

Pray for your city, country, and leaders when-

ever you see a flag.  

Whenever you think of someone who has 

wronged you, ask God to give you the grace 

to forgive the person.  

Linda Shepherd is the author of 2 teenage 

devotional novels, Kara's Quest and 

Ryan's Trials (Oliver Nelson). 
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Sunday 
Traditional Service  9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School              10:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service   11:00 a.m. 

“To Him who by the power at 

work within us is able to ac-

complish abundantly far more 

than all we can ask or imag-

ine, to Him be glory.” 

-Ephesians 3:20-21 (NRSV) 

“God is our refuge and strength, an 

ever present help in trouble.”   

-Psalm 46:1 (NIV) 

 

Our youth group recycles inkjet cartridges, laser cartridges, 

cell phones, and aluminum cans, to raise funds. The funds 

raised this year will benefit the youth mission trip to Mexico 

in 2008.  

In addition, we are now able to recycle DVDôs, Laptops, MP3 

Players, Digital Cameras, Portable DVD Play-

ers, Video Game Consoles, and GPS Devices.  

Donôt throw it away! Please recycle. Itôs good 

for the environment, and our youth group will 

earn funds. 

Flu Shot Clinic  

Please mark your calendars for the 2nd Annual Flu Shot  

Clinic, hosted by the First United Methodist Church.  The  

clinic will be from 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon, on Saturday,  

November 1st, in the Fellowship Hall.  Details will follow,  

once they become available.  

 

In Christ's Love,  

Lori Baker  

Family/Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Because there are so many people in need of prayer, we 

would like to start a Prayer Shawl Ministry. This is a way to 

use creativity to reach out to people who are in need of 

comforting. 

Shawls have come to symbolize shelter, peace, and spiri-

tual sustenance. The creation and presentation of a prayer 

shawl enriches the giver as well as the recipient. The 

shawls become tangible evidence of prayers. 

We invite anyone interested, even if you do not know how 

to knit or crochet. We will teach you. The meetings will be 

held at church. 

Please Contact either:  

Marcia Teachout 970-515-6959  msteachout@comcast.net 

Judy Chamberlin 970-686-8958  rajcham@msn.com 

We will be offering a Confirmation Class, for 6th-12th Grade Stu-

dents, and will include youth through 18 years of age.  Claim the 

Name, which is an in-depth curriculum for the United Methodist 

Church will be utilized.    

Students will explore United Methodist history, tradi-

tion, and principles, which will assist youth in encoun-

tering and embracing their own faith heritage.  Partici-

pants will have the opportunity to build community 

within the classroom, as well as further their own spiri-

tual growth in their relationship with God.    

If you are interested in having your youth participate, 

please contact our Confirmation Class Team Leader,  

Michelle Perea, at (970) 356-2352 to sign-up. 
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the Power of 

a Simple Gift  

Our youth will be participating in Operation Christmas Child, again, this year.  During the month of September we will be col-
lecting donations of school supplies, small toys, and personal hygiene items.  If you would like to donate to our project, there 
will be a collection box at church.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated.  

Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations around the world through gift-filled shoe 
boxes and the Good News of Godôs love. Since 1993, more than 61 million shoe boxes have been packed, shipped, and deliv-
ered across the globe. People of all ages can be involved in this simple, hands-on missions project while focusing on the true 
meaning of ChristmasðJesus Christ. 

GIFT IDEAS 

TOYS:  small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small Etch A Sketch®, toys that light 
up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky®, etc.   
  
SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, so-
lar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.   
  
HYGIENE ITEMS:  toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (in a plastic bag), comb, washcloth, etc.   
  
OTHER :  Hard candy and lollipops (please double bag all candy), mints, gum, T-shirts, socks, ball caps; sunglasses, hair 
clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries)   
  
A PERSONAL NOTE:  In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. (If 
you include your name and address, the child may write back.)   
  
DO NOT INCLUDE::  Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures; chocolate or 
food; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snowglobes or glass containers; 
aerosol cans. 

It is sad if you missed the 9:00 service on July 13 because Katie Elkins, one of ñourò soldiers, joined us at the service. She has 

returned from Afghanistan and wanted to thank everyone for writing to her, for the care packages and ñespeciallyò for the yard 

cards. She said that we donôt realize how much it helps. She will be leaving the service in September. Although she was raised 

in Berthoud, she will be living and going to school in the state of Washington.  

We make a difference in their lives! Thank you!     -Kathy Carson 

I wrote "our" soldier, Katie Elkins, to thank her for coming to church this month. This was in her reply: 

"I really wanted to do a personal "thank you" while I was home...not everyday you get the chance to see those who supported 

me while I was over sea's! So it was a gift for me as well!"  

God bless you for supporting this ministry! 

Along these 'thank you' lines: You all are AWESOME! You were so generous in your gifts for the "Christmas in July" packages to 

the soldiers that we had enough items to send each soldier 2 boxes! (Currently, we only have the names of 3 soldiers.) How 

cool! You all are wonderful, wonderful, WONDERFUL!!! Thank you!        -Kathy Carson, Coordinator, One-Hour Ministry 
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                            YOUTH FELLOWSHIP! 

              Weôre gearing up for an incredible year! 

                            6
th
 ï 12 Grade Students   

                      First United Methodist Church 
503 Walnut Street 

Windsor, CO  80550 
(970) 686-2368 

 
Y o u t h  F e l l o w s h i p  K i c k s  o f f  o n  A u g u s t  3 1 ,  2 0 0 8  

W e  w i l l  a t t e n d  t h e  Y o u t h  R a l l y  
H o s t e d  B y :   G r e e l e y  F i r s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

Y o u t h  F e l l o w s h i p  B e g i n s  
W e d n e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  2 0 0 8 -   6 : 3 0  ï 8 : 0 0  p . m .   

FUMW Bazaar! 

Will be coming up on Saturday November 8.   9a.m. to 2 p.m. 

We need crafts of all kinds, any knitted, crocheted, homemade items, anything that you would be willing to make and donate. 
Please start looking in your attic or basement for trinkets or treasures that you would be willing to donate to our annual fund 
raising event. Anyone who would be willing to make crafts or donate their treasures to be sold for our UMW fund raising event, 
please Contact either:  

Marie Melone 970 377-0929 raymelone@aol.com 

Sally Weidlich 970 674-8887 leweidlich@yahoo.com 

The Collection for Godôs People  

     Our churchôs annual stewardship campaign will begin in September. Each year we, as men, women and children of the fam-
ily of Christ, are asked to pledge some of our hard earned dollars toward the mission of The First United Methodist Church of 
Windsor. 

     I found a scripture where Paul, in 1 Chorinthians16:1-4, is asking the members of the church of Corinth for the same thing: 
ñNow about the collection for Godôs people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every week, each 
one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will 
have to be madeéò 

     We will all receive a letter from the Stewardship Committee this fall asking us to estimate how much we can save to contrib-
ute over the next year so that we, as disciples of Christ, can be faithful to our Lordôs calling. We pass the collection plate every 
Sunday. How do you feel about giving money to your church? What compels you to give?. God is asking us to be good stew-
ards of what He has given us. Do we enjoy giving away what our egos may claim is the most valued part of ourselves? Is our 
money really ours to keep to ourselves?  

     Are we, The Church, fulfilling the missions Christ asks of us? Are we growing spiritually? How have we been blessed? How 
are we blessing others? How important is our church community to you? 

Letôs discuss these issues with each other. To this end we will be asking some of  you to share during worship a brief testimony 
as to how you have answered some of these questions for  yourself. 

      This church has been a blessing to me for more than thirty years.  

In Christ,  Rob Bradley-  Stewardship Committee member  

mailto:raymelone@aol.com
mailto:leweidlich@yahoo.com
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Do you ever notice when God blesses you, He 
blesses you abundantly?  When it rains, it pours.  
God takes care of us and proves to us His love, 
grace, and protection.  We shall never fear.  So tell 
me, why is it we still hold back?  Why are we afraid to 
ask for His help?  Trust in the Lord our God, and 
watch what He can and will do.  He loves us so 
much.  What we really need to do is trust God, have 
faith in Him, to give our fears to Him.  He will wash 
away our pains, if we let Him.  He will rain down upon 
usé raining that shower of His everlasting love.   
 
Rain, Rain, Rain.  Why am I talking about rain here?  
For the past two days it has rained constantly.  By 
the time you get this newsletter, you may still remem-
ber it.  Kids were looking out the window, wondering 
when the rain would stop, so they could play outside.  
One of my friends, who has a house dog, told me 
that her dog really does not like rain.  Sheôd let her 
out there, and the dog ran under a tree, took care of 
things, and raced back into the house.   
 
Rain.  Some love it, like farmers, or others who ap-
preciate what rain does for the grass and other vege-
tation.  Others don't like it, feeling their summer plans 
for the day have been spoiled.  Whatever the case is, 
we have extremes here.  Donôt like and like.  This 
morning I remember thinking, ñGod, please help us 
all to open our eyes to recognize Your grace in all 
things.  Please help us not to look at life as a set of 
what is or is not convenient for us.  Rather, help us to 
find blessings in all that You do.ò   

If you are interested in submitting poetry and/or other 

writings to “From Our Hearts to His” in praise of our 

Loving Heavenly Father, please send it to  

fumcmessenger@gmail.com 

Or drop it off in the Messenger box outside the office. 

Maybe the rain caused you to stay inside those 
days.  And in staying inside, maybe you spend much 
needed bonding time with your families.  Maybe you 
talked or played board games.  Maybe you laughed.  
All the while, it was Godôs grace raining down upon 
you.  Hereôs what I say.  Let it rain!  Ok, so maybe 
we delay getting out to go shopping.  Or maybe that 
hiking trip you planned for weeks or months had to 
be rescheduled.  Maybe your shoes got wet.  So 
what?  What is most important?  God and our rela-
tionship with Himé following His plan, and having 
faith that His plan will never lead you astray.  Again, 
I sayé  Let it rain! 
 
I have seen the rain, Godôs rain.  I have experienced 
times of need where I thought things in my life were 
hopeless or impossible.  The best thing to do when 
feeling this is to give it to the Lord.  Pray about it.  
Thatôs what I did.    God never ceases to amaze me.  
Here comes one drop, then two.  The pitter patter of 
rain had begun.  Before I knew it, His grace began to 
rain down on me like the beat of a drum.  And then I 
knew.  All of that was God.  He is there for me.  He 
loves me, and nothing can change that, nor would I 
want that to change.  This is where faith builds.  Let 
it rain, Lord God.  Let it rain! 
 
So next time you feel a rumbling; the next time you 
hear that pounding, prayé  and watch it rain.  It may 
not rain in your set time frame.  But be still and know 
that He is God, and He loves you.  Pray, then open 
your eyes and watch the rain come down, flooding 
your heart.  I invite you to pray this simple prayer. 
 
Thank you God for your love.  Thank you for the 
rain.  May Your grace forever rain down upon us.  
We will forever trust in You.  Amen.      -MKW 

 

/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartreview.com/_gallery/_TN/r_181.jpg&imgrefurl=http://clipartreview.com/_gallery/_search_term_pages/weather.html&h=150&w=150&sz=6&tbnid=76UDo-AtYlwJ::&tbnh=96&tbnw=96&prev=/images%3Fq%3Drain%2Bclip%2Bart&hl=en&sa=X&oi=image_
/imgres?imgurl=http://www.daughterofhope.com/uploaded_images/spring_clipart_rain-726645.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.daughterofhope.com/labels/family.html&h=200&w=170&sz=4&tbnid=mL1gVi7Sx4QJ::&tbnh=104&tbnw=88&prev=/images%3Fq%3Drain%2Bclip%2Bart&hl=en&sa=X&
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November 14- 16, 2008 - Grand Junction, Colorado 

The Venue: Avalon Theater in Downtown Grand Junction 

The Avalon Theatre is one of western Colorado's largest and most prestigious venues, located in the heart of historic downtown 
Grand Junction. Built in 1923 by publishing magnate Walter Walker, the Avalon Theatre has a long and colorful history as the re-
gion's premier performing arts hall.  

ACTIVITIES:  
Mission Opportunities:  Half day experiences available for you and your youth group  
Variety of cool workshops with options like:  Boys only, Girls only, Adult, Middle High, Sr. High  
Emergent Worship  
Destinations:  ñA spiritual time to renew yourself with Christò - Renewal through Prayer Stations, Revive your-
self with Fun, Refine your walk with the Labyrinth  
  

This event is an every other year event beginning this fall in Grand Junction.  Rejuvenation 2008 (November 
14-16, 2008) offers a myriad of options for youth and their adults. First of all, our speaker was a crowd favor-
ite at Youth 2007...Bob Stromberg (bobstromberg.com).  Next is our band for the weekend...Lightswitch 
(lightswitchband.com).  These four brothers come to us from Wisconsin and will be sure to provide a rock-
ing concert atmosphere and an intimate worship experience.  In addition to our crowd favorites, Rejuvena-
tion offers some great workshop options including a few girls only and boys only choices.  What youth ex-
perience would be complete without a mission trip?  Rejuvenation 2008 will offer a partial day mission op-
tion in the Grand Junction area (Colorado National Monument, Habitat, Humane Society, Goodwill and 
more...).  There will also be a few destinational options as a Labyrinth, Prayer room, and Game room will be 

offered as individual or group choices.   All this great content and a fabulous T-shirt!!! 

The Rocky Mountain Conference Rejuvenation weekend in Grand Junction, Colorado is a bargain.  

This renewing experience is only...$80.00 per person 

Open to all 6th-12th Grade Students 

Please contact Lori Baker at 686-9316, Gary Pelletier at 674-9142, or Michelle Perea at 356-2352 by October 1st to complete  

http://www.tworiversconvention.com/Avalon.htm
http://bobstromberg.com
http://lightswitchband.com


 

Your Church Leaders 

 

Pastor ..........................Linda Pelletier 

Student Pastoréé.....Debbi Wacker 

Office Manager ..... Krista Goddard  

Youth & Family Coordé..Lori Baker 

Leadership Council...Shelley Chaney 

SPR Chairéééééééé...é.Mike Rais 

Sunday School Superintendent 
ééé.ééééééééé..Joyce Johnson 

Trustees .........................Jerry Carson 

Finance ................... Dan VanArsdall 

Financial Secretary ............. Bill Pratt  

Treasurer ..................... Help Needed 

Bookkeeperéé...Marlene Bronson 

UMW ................. Dorothy Emhovich 

Historian /Librarian .. Mary Alice Lindblad 

Public Relations ............ Sandi Meier 

Comm. Stewardééé.Help Needed 

One-Hour Ministry....Kathy Carson 

Head Usher ..................... Bob Foster 

Head Lay Leader ............... Jan Cook 

Vestments Arranger ... Vicki Christian 

Boy Scout Rep. ................ Don Baker 

Nursery Dir, & Custodian ...... Hilda Passaretti 

Choir Director ........................ Ann Pratt 

Organist ...................... Emma DeBey 

Pianistééééééééé..é..Connie Hill 

Newsletter ................ Melissa Weber 

Leadership CouncilééShelley 
Chaney, Karen Savage, Pat Ferrell, 
Eric Freitag, Deb Covert, Phil 
Neville, Matt Jones, Ruben Perea 

Office Hours  

8:00amð3:00pm 

MondayðThursday 

 

Messenger Articles: 

Send to Melissa Weber 

FUMCMessenger@gmail.com 

Or drop them by the office 

(electronic submissions are      
encouraged) 

Announcements and other fun  
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The Multi-Media Ministry is looking for volunteers to 
learn how to run the computer and/or sound board for 

church services.  Anyone who is interested, please 

contact Ric Weber at 970-301-0173. 

Leadership council has given the approval for anyone interested to 
place a small ad for their business in the newsletter.  The council will   

review all ads submitted.  There will be a small monthly fee to run the ad 

that will help offset office and copier costs.  Please contact the church 

office to submit your ad or for more information. 

CPR pledges and gifts as of 8-25:  $116,534.15.  Giving Units: 103.  

Please contact any CPR representative to find out how you can donate 

and pledge to take part in helping to restore our church. 

The psalmist prayed, “Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no 

sin rule over me.  -Psalm 119:133 (NIV) 

Next Emmaus Gatheringï  

Date:  Saturday, September, 13th, 2008 

Time:  5:30PM 

Where:  Longôs Peak UMC 

Address:  1421 Elmhurst Dr, Longmont, CO 

A calendar for Fundraisers and Mission Outreach projects has been cre-
ated and accepted by the Leadership Council for the 2008 year. This cal-
endar is available to everyone to view at 
http://www.my.calendars.net/FUMCMO. Included on this calendar are the 
fundraising events for the year as designated by the various groups within 
the church. Also, any mission projects requesting donations are listed. 
Please feel free to check it out!   

Any new fundraising or outreach submissions for the 2008 year will not be 

placed on the calendar, or carried out unless it is approved by the Leader-

ship Council. 

Beginning October 1st, One Hour Ministry will have new 

Coordinators. Thanks to Kathy Carson for her dedication 
and hard work devoted to this much rewarding ministry.  

Please contact Kathy or the church office for details. 

Are you interested in going on the Walk to Emmaus? Men and Women 

are being called; are you one of them? The Menôs walk will be held 

Sept. 25-28, and the Womenôs is Oct. 9-12 in beautiful Allenspark, CO. 

For more information call the church office! God is counting on YOU! 

http://www.my.calendars.net/FUMCMO
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Thank you for being a part of our church family. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

First United Methodist Church of Windsor 
503 Walnut 
P.O. Box 607 
Windsor, CO  80550 

Phone: 970.686.2368 

Fax: 970.686.0769 

E-mail: firstumcwindsor@yahoo.com 

www.firstumcwindsor.com 

Dated material for September 2008. 


