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October 2009  

Rev  Bob Simpson, Pastor  

òSEEK     BELIEVE     SHARE   CHRISTó 

The Messenger   FUMC of Windsor  

Do you have something you 

would like to share with the   

congregation?  Have it added to 

the Messenger.  

 

The FUMC Messenger is looking 

for submissions from the congrega-

tion to keep all of its members up to 

date on whatôs happening in our 

church.  The deadline is the 10th of 

the month.    Please email                   

fumcmessenger@gmail.com   

ñThen have them make a sanctuary 

for me, and I will dwell among 

them.ò     -Exodus 25:8 

 

Praise God!  Our sanctuary is restored!  

We can worship any day, anywhere, any 

time, but there is something special about 

returning back to our newly restored sanc-

tuary.  It has been months since weôve 

walked through those doors.  And now 

here we are!  The day weôve been looking 

forward to is finally here.  Isnôt it gor-

geous?  And to hear the pipe organ play 

again its praises up to our Lord God in 

musical harmony alongside the angels is 

beyond wonderful. 

So many people have put their time, 

effort, donations and love into CPR.  

And we appreciate you.  On October 4th 

at 10AM, we will celebrate by having 

one all-church service with a meal fol-

lowing to say thank you to everyone in-

volved and to praise God for working in 

us and making this possible.  Thank 

you!               -MKS 

 

The trumpeters and singers joined in 

unison, as with one voice, to give praise 

and thanks to the LORD. Accompanied 

by trumpets, cymbals and other instru-

ments, they raised their voices in praise 

to the LORD and sang:  

  "He is good;  his love endures forever." 

-2 Chron 5:13 NIV 

Jesus Christ Lives! 



PA G E 2  T H E  M E S S E N G E R 

Sunday 
Traditional Service          8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School              10:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service   11:00 a.m. 

But I was given mercy so that in 

me, the worst of all sinners, Christ 

Jesus could show that he has pa-

tience without limit. His patience 

with me made me an example for 

those who would believe in him 

and have life forever. 

-1 Timothy 1:16 NCV 

Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind and with all your 

strength.' The second is this: 'Love 

your neighbor as yourself.' There is no 

commandment greater than these." 

-Mark 12: 30-31 

Our youth group recycles inkjet cartridges, laser cartridges, 

cell phones, and aluminum cans, to raise funds. The funds 

raised this year benefits the youth mission trip. 

In addition, we are now able to recycle DVDôs, Laptops, MP3 

Players, Digital Cameras, Portable DVD Players, Video Game 

Consoles, and GPS Devices.  

Donôt throw it away! Please recycle. Itôs good for the environ-

ment, and our youth group will earn funds. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

We have a monthly meeting for ALL participants.  We meet 

on the 3rd TUESDAY of every month at 10:00am in the up-

stairs meeting room of the church.  We ask that everyone 

attend: those who are working on a shawl, have completed a 

shawl, or those who would like to learn how to knit or crochet 

a shawl.  Please bring your completed shawls and ideas.  

We will have things to talk about each month and need your 

input.  We will also  continue to meet every Tuesday at 

10:00am for classes.  If you have any questions, please 

contact:  

Marcia Teachout   970-515-6959 msteachout@comcast.net 

This is a chance to contribute your new handmade items to a 
worthy organization.  The United Methodist Womenôs group is 
planning on hosting a Craft sale this year in November.  This 
will be in place of the ñused itemsò sold in the past.  We will 
continue the bake sale and the lunch.  Please consider how 
your talents could help us: wood carving, knitting, crocheting, 
basket weaving, jewelry, pottery, beading, sewing, embroider-
ing, panting, quilting and many other things.  These items can 
be for Christmas gifts or decoration, Easter, Thanksgiving, 
Halloween, Birthdays, Weddings and any other time of the year 
or celebration. If you make a large item like a quilt, we could 
display it for a ticket drawing .  Now is the time to start thinking 
about what you would like to do.  If you have any questions 
contact: 

Marcia Teachout   970-515-6959 msteachout@comcast.net  

...invites anyone who likes any kind of craft, 

sewing, or handwork - or would like to learn - to come to play 

days every  Monday at 10:00 at the church to make items for the 

fall bazaar.  We welcome you if your only talent is using scissors 

or gluing.  Any donated supplies will also be appreciated. This 

year the annual bazaar will feature only new handmade items as 

well as the luncheon.  All proceeds from the bazaar are donated 

to various local, district, or other missions as the need seems fit.  

If you have suggestions or questions or find that an alternate time 

would fit your schedule, please call Jan Cook at 356-2564 

"For it was you who formed 

my inward parts, you knit me 

together in my mother's 

womb. I praise you, for I am 

fearfully and wonderfully 

made. Wonderful are your 

works; that I know very well." 

Psalm 139:13-14 NRSV  
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We are reveling in the glory and excitement of the use of the restored sanctuary. If you havenôt entered the space when 
no one is there, sat down and just listened. I encourage you to do just that. It is such a peaceful place where you can ex-
perience some spiritual peace in your life exactly when you need it. We have been blessed to be a blessing, you know 
what I mean? God has provided a place where we can go to hear his voice and feel his presence. We are being prepared 
for what is ahead and leads us to be true disciples and apostles of his word. Thanks be to the Father. Our journey has 
been a circuitous one with many opportunities to turn away and be lured to a false path but your prayers and unfaltering 
support have brought us to this place. Are we ready to step out in faith from this place? Letôs just do it, what do you say? 

Prayers and support are Godôs miracles being lived out in the people involved. Praise God! Let our commitment to our 
Lord Jesus Christ seen in our passions, presence, lives being lived for Jesus and continued gifts of talents, time and re-
sources. 

Items remaining to be completed: Main Grant - cupola lights, attic insulation, front doors, contractor punch lists, perpetual 
easement contract and contract close out. Mini grant - back stairs, basement lintel resolution, contractor punch list, per-
petual easement contract and contract close out. 

Below is a recap of fundraising efforts and projected construction expenses, along with what has been spent as of August 
31, 2009.  We continue to seek opportunities and support to complete the CPR project through continued giving, newly 
committed and previously pledged!  Your continued prayers and participation is essential as we bring the project to con-
clusion in the next few months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And He said it was good!!! May you be blessed and filled with the Holy Spirit! 

Ken Iliff 

Thank you to everyone who signed up to help keep One Hour Ministry going for another year. One Hour Ministry is a special way to 

reach out to your church family in times of need, both happy and sad. There are a few areas of ministry that are still in need of help. 

They are: New Moms (help support new moms and their families before and after delivery by visiting, talking, sharing tips, and just be-

ing there), Shepherds of Lost Sheep (contact those who have changed their attendance routine, see if there is something they need), 

Pew Angels (make sure the pews are stocked and clean for Sundayôs services), Neighbor Connectors (connect with first time visitors 

by bringing a packet of goodies to them and letting them know we appreciate their presence at church), Homebound Angels (visit with 

those who cannot make it to church for one reason or another), and Godôs Hand Holders (visit people in the hospital). If any of these 

touch your heart, please contact Kathy Carson at 587-2707 to find out how to get connected. 
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Greetings Friends in Christ,  

A man had lived his whole life on the outskirts of a sparsely populated town in Maine just over the New Hampshire 
border. One day, two State officials knocked on his door. They said, ñSir, we are here to inform you that the border 
between Maine and New Hampshire has been redrawn. You no longer live in Maine; you are now a resident of New 
Hampshire.ò After pondering the news for a moment, the man said, ñThatôs fantastic, because after all these years, I 
just canôt endure another one of those cold Maine winters!ò 

Are you familiar with the word, ñmindsetò? Mindset is the set of beliefs that predetermine a person's responses to and 
interpretations of situations. A shift in mindset can have a profound impact on the way a person experiences, inter-
acts and lives in the world. A new mindset has the potential to reveal possibilities previously unimagined for a given 
set of circumstances. 

One of the reasons Jesus was so often misunderstood is that he was constantly working to shift peopleôs mindsetsƄ 
ñthe set of beliefs that predetermine a personôs responseò to the world. In a conversation with a knowledgeable and 
respected religious leader, Jesus said, ñVery truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born 
from above.ò To which the befuddled leader responded, ñHow can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 
enter a second time into the motherôs womb and be born?ò (John 3:3-4) Good question Nicodemus! The belief struc-
tures we hold that determine our behaviors are not easy to shift. 

Breaking through to new levels of insight involves several things. First, there is a desire for something more, for the 
abundant life Jesus promises. Our desire to work towards a new mindset usually is motivated in dissatisfaction with 
the current state of things. Most people in Scripture who sought Jesus were unfulfilled in some aspect of their lives. 
Jesus both confirmed and embraced their emptiness and suggested there was another possibility, the possibility to 
never thirst or to ever be hungry againéto long for nothing. 

A second way Jesus changed peoplesô mindset was through his use of parables. The magic of a parable comes in 
its ability to ñmake a placeò in the story for the listener, and then to offer a new outcome based on a far different set 
of beliefs than the prevailing common wisdom. If we truly engage with parables, we discover both the person we are, 
and the person God has called us to be. 

Finally, if we have the desire to change, and know who we want to become, Jesus promises to provide us with the 
powerƄ the Holy SpiritƄ to truly transform our mindset for the glory of God. 

Yes, it is hard work to change mindset, but it is part of the challenge of being a follower of Jesus. The Apostle Paul 
issues the challenge to the Christians in Philippi and to us: ñLet the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.ò 
(Philippians 2:5) The Greek word for ñmindò has exactly the same meaning as mindset as I have defined it above. 

What does all this have to do with First UMC of Windsor? Plenty. Do you know anybody who is dissatisfied in any 
way with some aspect of how things are going in their lifeésomeone who is tired of those ñcold Maine winters?ò Do 
you know anyone who is searching for The Source that can form them into the person they know God wants them to 
be? Do you know anyone who longs to be ñborn from aboveò into a new way of living, and being, and thriving in the 
world no matter what storms come their way? If you do, then come, invite others, join our journey to Seek, Believe, 
and Share Christ. 

In Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit, God grants us the ability to change outcomes in the world by offering a 
ñnew set of beliefs that predetermine our responses.ò Itôs called the Good News of Jesus Christ. ñLet the same mind 
be in you that was in Christ Jesus.ò 

Grace and Peace in His Name! 

Bob  
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