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April 2008 

Rev Linda Pelletier, Pastor  

“SEEK     BELIEVE     SHARE IN CHRIST” 

The Messenger 

Do you have something you 

would like to share with the   

congregation?  Have it added to 

the Messenger.  

 

The FUMC Messenger is looking 

for submissions from the congrega-

tion to keep all of its members up to 

date on what’s happening in our 

church.  The deadline is the 10th of 

the month.    Please email                   

fumcmessenger@gmail.com   

Every good carpenter has a toolbox. 

Every great carpenter has an organ-

ized toolbox. Jesus was a carpenter 

and undoubtedly knew every tool 

available to him and exactly when 

and how to use it.  

Praise God that the CPR Grant has 

been secured and it is now time to 

form a committee for the con-

struction aspect of this project. 

This task force will be instru-

mental in breathing new life into 

the body of the church which 

still houses a very strong soul!  

Pricing material, soliciting bids 

for contractual labor, organizing and 

prioritizing the projects from begin-

ning to completion are just a few of 

the responsibilities that will fall to this 

committee.  

There are many of you that already 

know you are being called to serve in 

this capacity.  

There are probably just as many who 

are apprehensive about the time 

commitment and possibly your ability 

to offer what is necessary.  

If you are one of the individuals 

standing uncertain in the shadows of 

this chance to serve, you must  

already know a bit about the construc-

tion business! Just as Jesus pulled a set 

of tools necessary for each project as a 

carpenter, he is still pulling the correct 

tools to accomplish His designs on 

earth.  

Do not doubt that you are the exact tool 

necessary to assist in carrying out the 

mission of restoring and renovating our 

church. Do not worry that you will be 

awkward in His hand or that you might 

not be a perfect fit in His grip. He is The 

Great Carpenter. He knows exactly 

when and how to utilize the perfect 

tooléYou. So, Phase II could be just 

perfect for you. Be watching for your 

opportunity to serve in the Sunday Bulle-

tin, or in Mayôs newsletter. 

Friends, another way you could serve 

our CPR project right now is by your 

financial contributions. We have 

$102,635.56 pledged and nearly 

$60,000.00 of that is in cash. The 

amount needed to do all the renovation 

of our Sanctuary building is $450,000.00 

and the State Historical Society has 

granted us $296,955.00. The difference 

between the grant amount and the pro-

ject has to be collected. So prayerfully 

consider supporting this ongoing oppor-

tunity. 
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Sunday 
Traditional Service  9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School              10:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service   11:00 a.m. 

Blessed are the merciful, for 

they will be shown mercy. 

-Matthew 5:7 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for 

they will see God. 

-Matthew 5:8 

Next Emmaus Menôs and Womenôs walks 

Menôsï April 10-13ï Valley Vista UMCï Denver, CO 

Womenôsï April 17-20ï First UMCï Fort Collins, CO 

*Please see Perry Cogburn or anyone who has at-

tended for details. 

More information at the Northern Colorado Emmaus 

Community website: 

http://www.northcoloemmaus.org/ 

Our youth group recycles inkjet cartridges, laser car-

tridges, cell phones, and aluminum cans, to raise 

funds. The funds raised this year will benefit the youth 

mission trip to Mexico in 2008.  

In addition, we are now able to recycle 

DVDôs, Laptops, MP3 Players, Digital 

Cameras, Portable DVD Players, Video 

Game Consoles, and GPS Devices.  

Donôt throw it away! Please 

recycle. Itôs good for the envi-

ronment, and our youth group will earn 

funds. 

Faith Day at the Rockies will be on Sunday, August 10, 2008, 

at 1:05 p.m. 

I have reserved seating in Section 144, and will be passing 

around a clipboard for sign-up in the next few weeks.  The tick-

ets are $15.00 each, (regular price is $38.00).  Seating will be 

reserved on a first come, first serve basis.   

If you are interested in reserving tickets, please send me an e-

mail with the subject entitled, "Colorado Rockies," and advise 

me of your name, telephone no., and the # of tickets you would 

like to reserve.  My e-mail address is:  adldbnm@aol.com 

Payment will be due prior to ordering the tickets. 

In Christ's Love, Lori Baker- Youth/Family Ministry Coordinator 

(970) 686-9316 

April 6th from 12pm-4pm there will be a Youth Mexico 

Mission Project Planning Meeting. It will be held in the 

basement. It is important that all youth and leaders going 

on the mission trip attend this meeting. 

April 26 there will be a Youth Yard Sale held at the Cog-

burn residence. Times to be determined, a suggested 

time was 7am-5pm. Watch the bulletin for more informa-

tion. 

http://www.northcoloemmaus.org/
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Building a church  (This is great.  Check it out!) 

Computer programmer Amy Hughes found a unique way to express her faith. The Lego enthusiast built a church out of 

75,000 Lego pieces.  

 

The church is about 7' by 51ù2' and seats 1,372 little Lego people. The building has almost 4,000 windows, mosaics, 

an altar and crucifix, a pulpit, a detailed pipe organ, a narthex, bathrooms, stairs and a balcony that seats an 80-

member choir. Photos are posted at www.amyhughes.org/lego/church.  

 

Hughes, who once dreamed of being an architect, spent a year and a half on her project, dubbed the Abston Church of 

Christ. (ñAbstonò is a fictional name derived from ABS, the type of plastic used to make Legos.)  

 

She also used the Lego church as an exercise in sermon-writing. Pondering why people seek refuge in a house of 

God, Hughes writes, ñThe Lord is here because we are here, not because we built a beautiful building.ò  

 

ñFor where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among themò (Matthew 18:20, NRSV). 

Cross of Triumph  
 

Also known as the Cross of Victory, 

this cross symbolizes Christôs final 

triumph and his reign throughout the 

earth. The Cross of Triumph is often 

depicted atop Jesusô scepter when 

heôs shown in his kingly office.  

An ancient prayer  

God of our life, there are days when the burdens we 

carry chafe our shoulders and weigh us down; when 

the road seems dreary and endless, the skies gray and 

threatening; when our lives have no music in them, and 

our hearts are lonely, and our souls have lost their 

courage. Flood the path with light, we beseech Thee; 

turn our eyes to where the skies are full of promise; 

tune our hearts to brave music; give us the sense of 

comradeship with heroes and saints of every age; and 

so quicken our spirits that we may be able to encour-

age the souls of all who journey with us on the road of 

life, to Thy honor and glory.   

ðSaint Augustine  

Loving Gracious Father,  

We put our hearts together to pray for our congregation 

and their families.  There are many who are having 

health concerns, surgeries, struggling to make it through 

for various reasons, have emotional pains, relationship 

pains, are missing loved ones, have friends or relatives 

who are soldiers, etc.  There are many hurts and we are 

looking to your voice to guide us all through along the 

paths before us.  Father we pray for comfort for the 

mourning, healing for the sick, compassion for the 

lonely, and help for all those in need.  Please help us as 

a congregation remember to always look to you, reach 

out to you in those tough times, and never forget to 

praise you whether the sun is brightly shining, or the rain 

is coming down blinding our view.  No matter what, you 

are always there for us, loving us, protecting us.  Help 

us all to listen to your voice and find your light shining in 

the night, leading us into your precious arms.  Fill us 

with peace, and love so that we can share it with one 

another and represent Christôs disciples just as you want 

us to be.  Help us stand firm above all that ails us and 

tries to pull us down.  Father, only with your help can we 

remain strong.  We ask this in Jesus Christôs name.  

Amen                                     -MKW 
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Dictionary.com says that compassion is ñA feeling of deep sympathy for another who is stricken by misfortune, ac-

companied by a strong desire to alleviate the suffering.ò  Some synonyms are:  mercy, tenderness, and heart. 

According to writer Martin Lowenthal, ñCompassion is a foundation for sharing our aliveness and building a more 

human world.ò  We can relate to people through our experiences.  Sometimes with compassion we suffer along with 

that other person to a point that we forget about our own suffering, and our compassion leads us to help them out 

and discover something about ourselves as well.  We do have a light to shine for others. 

What does the bible say about compassion?  Letôs take a look. 

Exodus 3:7- (God)  Then the Lord told him, ñI have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt.  I have heard 

them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering.ò 

2 Samuel 9:7- (David)  ñDonôt be afraid,ò David said to him, ñfor I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your 

father Jonathan.  I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at 

my table.ò  If you remember, Saul was an enemy and tried to kill David, yet David had compassion in his heart for 

Saulôs family. 

Isaiah 54:10- (God)  ñ...Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will 

not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed,ò says the Lord, who has compassion on you. 

Matthew 9:36-  (Jesus)-  When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

Luke 10:33-35- (Good Samaritan)  But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came to where the man was; and when he saw 

him, he took pity on him.  He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.  Then he put the man 

on his own donkey, took him to the innkeeper.  ñLook after him,ò he said, ñand when I return, I will reimburse you for 

any extra expense you may have.ò 

In summary, God has compassion on us, even though we are sinners.  David had compassion on his biggest en-

emy, Saul, and took care of his family.  The Good Samaritan did not just step around the injured man as everyone 

else did.  Jesus has compassion on all of us.  There are many other examples in the Bible than I can fit here.  Just 

knowing there is so much compassion saved for us...and we are not perfect, doesnôt that make you want to reach 

out and lend a hand to someone else in need?  God bless and keep you.                       -MKW 

You ever feel like nothing is going right?  You try so hard and you fall to the ground, but no matter how hard you 

try to stand, you feel shoved back down time and time again.  So you sit there.  Your heart is hurting.  Who can 

you turn to at this time?  You feel crushed.  If only you had someone who would reach out their hand to you, 

grab yours, and pull you up.  If only someone would just listen.  If only someone cared. 

At our church, we are blessed with these people, who do care about you, who will pick you up and be there for 

you, to love you as a Christian family, and hold you until you stand againé a friend in Christ.  They are called 

Stephen Ministers, and they are here to show you that you are not alone.  You are never alone. 

If you would like to meet with a Stephen Minister, or if you are interested in this ministry and becoming one your-

self, please contact Tara Overton, Susan Cook, or Chris DeLaPointe. 

God bless you, in Christôs Love. 
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We can make our plans, but the Lord determines 
our steps. -Proverbs 16:9 
 
We go to the store, searching for an item.  Let's say 
it's a book case.  So we may go to various stores, 
until we find the book case that really fits what we 
want.  It's deep enough; great.  It's wide enough; 
awesome.  We purchase it, drive home, then bring it 
into the house.  We then open the box, and we see a 
bunch of wood, screws, and pegs.  Oh boy, we have 
to put it together!  How many of us sit on the floor 
with all the pieces out and try to figure it out on our 
own?  It can't be that hard to piece it all together.  But 
it is, isnôt it? 
 
We struggle so hard and get frustrated.  So that peg 
did not go there, and why is there an extra 
screw?  This sounds familiar.  All the while, we had 
the instructions sitting so neatly folded on the 
floor.  We don't want to read those, no way.  We can 
do it on our own!  So then we struggle for a long time; 
hours for some, days for others.  Some people just 
bring the book case back to the store and decide to 
stop reading, so they won't need a book case.  What-
ever the choice, we all try so hard to do all this on our 
own.  Why?  Seems like a really hard way to handle 
the situation.  If we simply read the instructions and 
followed the steps, we could have had that book case 
sitting in the corner, full of books, and weôd be sitting 
in our comfy chair by now reading our precious 
books.  Sounds silly, doesn't it? 
 
In comparison, this is what we do with our lives.  Too 
many times, we get caught in this cycle where we 
have a problem and become unhappy feeling all 
alone with no direction.  With this, we find that we 
truly need help.  Sometimes pride sets in and we 
don't want to accept we need help.  Sometimes we 
get upset at ourselves and feel weôve let ourselves or 
others down.  All the while, we have a Bible at our 
side.  We have God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit 
watching us, waiting for us to seek instruction.  God 
has given us tools, plus the instruction manual.  Use 
them! 
 
The Bible can tell us anything we need to know in 
this life and the next.  Pick it up and dive in-
side.  Prayer, connection with God is another re-
source we have.  Our bonds in our communication 
with God are powerful and can release us of so many 
burdens.  Jesus Christ died on the cross to release 
us from our sins and provide the bridge, directly to 
God. 

If you are interested in submitting poetry and/or other 

writings to “From Our Hearts to His” in praise of our 

Loving Heavenly Father, please send it to  

fumcmessenger@gmail.com 

Or drop it off in the Messenger box outside the office. 

He wants to take on our burdens, so that we may 
rest.  There is love to share.  There is a light to 
shine.  If we do these things, then we can spend our 
energy following God's will for us, because His will is 
true and it is right.  He knows more about us and this 
life than we ever could.  He will fill our needs.  He will 
direct us in our paths.  He will love us and bring us 
joy.  It's time for us to pick up the instruction book and 
follow it faithfully.  Our lives can be put back together, 
and we can rejoice in His Holy name. 
 
Gracious, Loving Father,  
Why do we try to go it alone, when you are there all 
the while?  Life doesn't have to be as tough as we 
make it.  I pray that we open all of our senses to You, 
for only You truly know the way.  You lead us to salva-
tion and the Kingdom of Heaven.  I pray that we learn 
to see your works, to notice them and remember to 
praise You for all that you do.  I pray that we break 
down the walls we put up that separates us from 
You.  Please forgive us for our actions or inactions 
and help us to become more faithful and trusting chil-
dren of Yours.  Let your grace and mercy guide us to 
the proper place we need to be to connect better with 
You and live for You.  Thank you for hearing this 
prayer.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen 
 
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God.  May 
your gracious Spirit lead me forward on firm foot-
ing. - Psalms 143:10 
 

-MKW (Inspired by God, for God) 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF WINDSOR 

CHARGE CONFERENCE MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 24, 2008  

Linda opened in prayer.  

Introduction of Ron Sladek, the grant writer who helped us apply for the Colorado State Historical Society grant.  

Linda read the Letter of Intent from the District Superintendent.  

Introduction of the Presiding Elder, Reverend Bruce Grauberger.  

Election of Charge Conference Secretary, Karen Savage.  

Introduction of Conference Chancellor, Richard Marsh.  

Debbi Wacker introduced herself and explained that she is going to be a student pastor at First United Methodist 

Church of Windsor while she is finishing seminary to become an Elder. The Charge Conference voted on Debbi 

Wackerôs reactivation of candidacy and the motion was unanimously passed for approval of continuation.  

Linda read the letter from the State Historical Society which stated that the grant was approved for $296,955.00. 

Linda, Ron and Rich discussed the grant and the corresponding requirements including the Perpetual Easement 

and they answered questions from the Charge Conference. The Perpetual Easement is placed by the State on 

grants over the amount of $250,000.00. A decision on whether to accept or decline the grant needs to be made 

within 60 days from January 31, 2008.  

Rob Bradley discussed the financial progress and plans of the Church Preservation and Restoration committee. 

It has been determined that it will cost approximately $450,000.00 to make the repairs and restoration that needs 

to be done. So far CPR has approximately $105,000.00 in pledges and donations, about half of which is already 

in the bank. We still need $50,000.00 more to fulfill our obligation and receive the grant money from the State. 

We will need to either get a loan or raise the $50,000.00 ourselves.  

Reverend Grauberger said a prayer for guidance.  

The Charge Conference voted on the State Historical Fund grant and the decision was made to accept the grant 

with 49 people voting in favor of accepting the grant, 2 people opposed and 1 person abstaining.  

The Charge Conference meeting was adjourned with a closing prayer.  

Submitted by: Karen Savage  

 

Jesus, forever  

Faith may languish; creeds may be changed; churches may be dissolved. But one cannot imagine the time when 

Jesus will not be the image of perfection. He can never be superseded. He can never be exceeded.  

 

Religions may come and go, the passing shapes of eternal instinct, but Jesus will remain the standard of the 

conscience and the satisfaction of our needs, whom all seek and in whom all will yet meet.  

ðJohn Watson  



 

Your Church Leaders 

 

Pastoréééééééééé.Linda Pelletier 

Student Pastoréééé..Debbi Wacker 

Office Managerééé.Krista Goddard  

Youth & Family Coordéé..Lori Baker 

Leadership Council...Shelley Chaney 

SPR Chairéééééééé......é.Mike Rais 

Sunday School Superintendent 
ééé.éééééééé..é..Joyce Johnson 

Trusteesééééééééé...Jerry Carson 

Financeééééééé...Dan VanArsdall 

Financial Secretaryééééé...Bill Pratt  

Treasureréééééééé...Tim Johnson 

Bookkeeperééé....Marlene Bronson 

UMWééééééé.Dorothy Emhovich 

Historian /Librarianééééé..Help Needed 

Public Relationsééééé..Sandi Meier 

Comm. Stewardéééé.Help Needed 

One-Hour Ministryéé..Kathy Carson 

Head Usheréééééééé..Bob Foster 

Head Lay Leaderéééééé.Jan Cook 

Vestments Arrangeréé.Vicki Christian 

Boy Scout Rep.éééééé...Don Baker 

Nursery Dir, & CustodianéééHilda Passaretti 

Choir Directoréééééééé...Ann Pratt 

Organistéééééééé...Emma DeBey 

Pianistééééééé...ééé...Connie Hill 

Newsletteréééééé...Melissa Weber 

Leadership CouncilééShelley 
Chaney, Karen Savage, Pat Ferrell, 
Eric Freitag, Deb Covert, Phil 
Neville, Matt Jones, Ruben Perea 

 

Office Hours  

8:00amð3:00pm 

MondayðThursday 

 

Messenger Articles: 

Send to Melissa Weber 

FUMCMessenger@gmail.com 

Or drop them by the office 

(electronic submissions are      
encouraged) 

Announcements and other fun  
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The Multi-Media Ministry is looking for volunteers to 

learn how to run the computer and/or sound board for 

church services.  Anyone who is interested, please 

contact Ric Weber at 970-301-0173. 

Leadership council has given the approval for anyone interested to 
place a small ad for their business in the newsletter.  The council will   

review all ads submitted.  There will be a small monthly fee to run the ad 

that will help offset office and copier costs.  Please contact the church 

office to submit your ad or for more information. 

CPR pledges and gifts as of 3-08:  $102,635.56.  Giving Units:  80.  

Please contact any CPR representative to find out how you can donate 

and pledge to take part in helping to restore our church. 

There is a signup sheet for those interested in going on the Novem-

ber 8 - 15 th , 2008  Adult Mission trip to Manzanillo, Mexico . Please 

see either Bill Pratt or Debbie Covert if you are interested.  

Wanted:  Volunteers for the CPR committees.  Itôs time to start moving 

forward.  Please contact the church office for details. 

“...Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds 

and praise your Father in Heaven.”  -Matt 5:16 

Sign up for the Emmaus Men/Womenôs walk prayer vigil.  If you go to 

this link, you can choose which walk you wish to pray during and you 

can select the times you wish to pray.  

http://www.northcoloemmaus.org/cgi-bin/pvsign 

Next Emmaus Gatheringï  

 

Date:  Saturday, May 3, 2008 

Time:  5:30PM 

Where:  Hygiene UMCï Longmont 

Address:  7542 Hygiene Road 

Congratulations to Debbi Wacker for 

becoming a Student Pastor at our 

church.  Debbie is working on VBS 

along with other things at FUMC.   

Please feel free to meet her if you have-

nôt already. 
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First United Methodist Church of Windsor 
503 Walnut 
P.O. Box 607 
Windsor, CO  80550 

Phone: 970.686.2368 

Fax: 970.686.0769 

E-mail: firstumcwindsor@yahoo.com 

www.firstumcwindsor.com 

Dated material for April. 

Mr. Don Abbott 

107  7th St. 

Windsor, CO 80550 


