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March 2008 

Rev. Linda Pelletier, Pastor  

òSEEK     BELIEVE     SHARE IN CHRISTó 

The Messenger  

Do you have something you 

would like to share with the   

congregation?  Have it added to 

the Messenger.  

 

The FUMC Messenger is looking 

for submissions from the congrega-

tion to keep all of its members up to 

date on whatôs happening in our 

church.  The deadline is the 10th of 

the month.    Please email                   

fumcmessenger@gmail.com   

ñI believe more profoundly in the church 

every hour that I live. We can make our 

money and our witness go further through 

the church than through any independent 

movement. We can do more constructive 

work through the church than any other 

way in the world. That is my deepest con-

viction. I have watched all kinds of inde-

pendent movements, and my conviction 

steadily deepens that Christians are doing 

the wisest thing possible when we link our 

lives with the church.ò 

ðGeorge W. Truett (1867-1944), Baptist 

pastor 

 

This quotation says it well.  We are ñour 

churchò, and together we truly make a 

difference.  We are a family.  We are rais-

ing money to restore our church.  We are 

sending packages and messages to our 

soldiers overseas.  We are going to Israel.  

We are fixing meals for people.  We are 

donating our clothing for those who need 

them more.  We are going to Sunday  

School.  We are being friends to others.  

We are listening.  We are sending per-

sonal letters to soldiers.  We are giving 

our hands in labor.  We are giving our 

hearts in sharing.  Individually and to-

gether we, the church, truly make a dif-

ference. 

Thank you all for being a part of this 

church.  I remember from the first day I 

stepped into this church, the joy I felt, the 

relief that we have a place to join to-

gether to worship our Holy Father, to 

sing, to dance, to have fellowship with 

one another.  We all have something in 

common.  We are all children of God, 

and with that we can proudly come to-

gether and share our gifts with one an-

other, those gifts that God alone has 

given us. 

Remember what God has given us as 

you venture forth and give of yourselves.  

I believe in our church.  I believe in you.  

God bless you all.  Happy March!!! 

-MKW 

Christ has died.  Hallelujah.  Christ is risen.  Hallelujah.  Christ will come again.  Hallelujah. 

 

Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, ñHosanna!ò  ñBlessed is he who comes in the name 

of the Lordò  ñBlessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!ò  ñHosanna in the highest!ò     -Mark 11:9-11 
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Sunday 
Traditional Service  9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School              10:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service   11:00 a.m. 

But when they looked up, 

they saw that the stone, 

which was very large, had 

been rolled away.  As they 

entered the tomb, they saw a 

young man dressed in a white 

robe sitting on the right side, 

and they were alarmed.         

ïMark 16:4-5 

ñDonôt be alarmed,ò he said. 

ñYou are looking for Jesus the 

Nazarene, who was crucified. He 

has risen! He is not here. See 

the place where they laid him. 

But go, tell his disciples and Pe-

ter, óHe is going ahead of you 

into Galilee. There you will see 

him, just as he told youô.ò  -Mark 

16:6-7 

Next Emmaus Menôs and Womenôs walks 

Menôsï April 10-13ï Valley Vista UMCï Denver, CO 

Womenôsï April 17-20ï First UMCï Fort Collins, CO 

*Please see Perry Cogburn or anyone who has at-

tended for details. 

More information at the Northern Colorado Emmaus 

Community website: 

http://www.northcoloemmaus.org/ 

Our youth group recycles inkjet cartridges, laser car-

tridges, cell phones, and aluminum cans, to raise 

funds. The funds raised this year will benefit the youth 

mission trip to Mexico in 2008.  

In addition, we are now able to recycle 

DVDôs, Laptops, MP3 Players, Digital 

Cameras, Portable DVD Players, Video 

Game Consoles, and GPS Devices.  

Donôt throw it away! Please 

recycle. Itôs good for the envi-

ronment, and our youth group will earn 

funds. 

Faith Day at the Rockies will be on Sunday, August 10, 2008, 

at 1:05 p.m. 

I have reserved seating in Section 144, and will be passing 

around a clipboard for sign-up in the next few weeks.  The tick-

ets are $15.00 each, (regular price is $38.00).  Seating will be 

reserved on a first come, first serve basis.   

If you are interested in reserving tickets, please send me an e-

mail with the subject entitled, "Colorado Rockies," and advise 

me of your name, telephone no., and the # of tickets you would 

like to reserve.  My e-mail address is:  adldbnm@aol.com 

Payment will be due prior to ordering the tickets. 

In Christ's Love, Lori Baker- Youth/Family Ministry Coordinator 

(970) 686-9316 

Special dates  

 World Day of Prayer, March 7, 2008  

 Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 9, 2008  

 Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 9, 2008  

 Passion/Palm Sunday, March 16, 2008  

 Holy Week, March 16-22, 2008  

 Maundy/Holy Thursday, March 20, 2008  

 Good Friday, March 21, 2008  

 Holy Saturday, March 22, 2008  

 Easter Day, March 23, 2008 

http://www.northcoloemmaus.org/


PA G E 3  M A R C H  2 0 0 8 

Palm branches are mentioned in only one of the four Gospels (see John 12:12-

15). So why do we call the first day of Holy Week Palm Sunday?  

 

Tradition plays an important part in church history. During Jesusô time, Rome 

was the worldôs leading power. Whenever the Romans were victorious in battle, 

citizens traditionally threw palm branches in the returning heroesô path.  

 

This was the accepted custom of reception. So when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, it was appropriate that he receive a 

heroôs welcome. One week later, he would be victorious over death. 

I = Jesus  

CH = Christ (anointed)  

TH = God  

U = Son  

S = Savior  

 
The acrostic forms the word ICHTHUS, which is Greek 

for fish. If Christians needed to know where to gather 

for worship, they could look for a fish and perhaps an 

arrow pointing in the right direction. Persecuted Chris-

tians, seeing a fish on the door of a home or business, 

knew it was a safe place occupied by fellow Christians. 

An Easter carol  

Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer;  

Death is strong, but Life is stronger;  

Stronger than the dark, the light;  

Stronger than the wrong, the right;  

Faith and Hope triumphant say,  

Christ will rise on Easter Day.  

 

ðPhillips Brooks  

Loving Gracious Father,  

You give of yourself to every one of us.  As we pray, you  

focus on us and listen to our every thought, our every 

word.  You give us every moment we breathe.  You give 

us tools to grow closer to You, and to help others do the 

same.  Father, we are all broken at times, like shattered 

glass, yet You pick up our pieces and mold us back to-

gether in a way that makes us all beautiful and better 

than before.  Father, You gave us Your son.  I pray that 

we all reflect deeply on what Jesus Christ has done, 

what He has experienced, how He came in love, for 

love.  Help us to not forget, to not take this lightly.  He 

risked His life to erase our sins, made us new, and give 

us a pathway leading straight to You.  I pray that to-

gether as a church we realize the sacrifices made, and 

we honor them and worship You more deeply each day.  

Let us not forget the love You have for us, so that we 

can spread that same love to all Your children.  Amen. 

-MKW 

The Reverend Billy Graham tells of a time early in his ministry when he arrived in a small 

town to preach a sermon. Wanting to mail a letter, he asked a young boy where the post of-

fice was. When the boy had told him, Dr. Graham thanked him and said, "If you'll come to 

the Church this evening, you can hear me telling everyone how to get to Heaven."   

"I don't think I'll be there," the boy said. "You don't even know your way to the post office."  
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Dear Friends, 

We are once again in the season Lent. During this time of preparation we are invited to move to a deeper commit-

ment to Christ and answer the call he has for each and every one of us; to ñrepent for the Kingdom of God is truly 

nearò. (Matthew 3:2)  

Friends, you are invited to participate in some form of fasting during this season of Lent. A fast may involve fasting 

(refraining from) from some particular luxury, material consumerism, or various forms of entertainment. The time 

one would spend in these activities are then used to take time to remember Christôs sacrifice on the cross, and to 

be in prayer. Hopefully, you have also increased the time you are spending in studying and meditating on the Word 

of God.  

Service is also an important part of any Lenten Journey. Looking for ways to serve either in the church, or in our 

community is a vital part of this important time of Lent.  

You perhaps have noticed the changes on the altar. The stones, clothes, and barren branches are there to remind 

us that Lent is often a wilderness time for our souls when we struggle with our faith and our commitment to Jesus 

Christ.  

You are invited to include the upcoming Maundy Thursday service and the Good Friday service in your own wilder-

ness journey to Easter morning. These services will be designed to encourage you to remember and to journey with 

Christ.  

Easter Sunday, is March 23
rd

. Our worship services will be a great time of rejoicing and joy with much singing! We 

will once again declare these timeless words of faith, ñChrist has risen, Christ has risen indeedò.  

Easter breakfast is going to be a part of our Easter celebration. We will have this time of breaking bread together 

from 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. This year we are asking you to sign up to bring something to the Easter Breakfast to 

share with others, or to help with setting up and serving. The sign up sheet will be available for you to sign up if you 

would like to bring food for the breakfast or help in some way with this special meal.  

I leave you with this ñcallingò; return to me says the LORD GOD, return to me! Jesus calls us to return to him and 

follow him along the pathways to Jerusalem and the Cross. We again recount with joy, our salvation in Jesus 

Christ.         

Prayers for a very meaningful Lenten Journey,  

Some of us made new yearôs resolution to get our bodies in better shape by exercising more and eating healthier 

foods, i.e. more fruits and vegetables. Even the Bible tells us that training our bodies helps us in some ways. 

(1Timothy 4:8) The rest of the verse says that serving God helps us in every way by bringing us blessings in this 

life and in the future life, too. 

One-Hour Ministry has some golden opportunities to serve God as we help each other. If you would be willing to 

fix a meal for someone who has been injured or recently has had surgery or is a new mom, OR if you would be 

willing to write a soldier in Iraq or Afghanistan, OR if you would be willing to visit someone in the hospital, please 

call Kathy Carson at 587-2707. Whenever we do anything to help someone else, we know that we receive bless-

ings. 

Godôs word tells us to reach out to those with anxious hearts and let them know that we support and love them. 

Please pray, search your heart, and call me. 

Sincerely and in Christôs love,  Kathy Carson-  Coordinator, One-Hour Ministry 

Pastor Linda 
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I wanted to take time for this monthôs newsletter for 

reflection, deep reflection about the days of Jesus 

Christ on earth.  What a powerful message He left for 

all of us, to ponder, to keep in our hearts, to pass 

along to others.  Christ, our Savior, was born, He 

taught, He healed, He loved, He took on all of our 

sins, He released us from them all, He bridged the 

gap so that we could come to God directly and have 

a meaningful one-on-one relationship with Him, and 

He went back home.  He was the true Son of God.  

Only Jesus Christ, our loving Savior, could have 

done what He did for us. 

ñIf we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteous-

ness.ò  -1 John 1:9 

Jesus was 33 when He experienced what we refer to 

now as the events of ñHoly Weekò.  Can you imagine 

taking on what Jesus did at that age, at any age?  I 

am 33 myself, and each time I think about it, I canôt 

help but think how hard it must have been.  Words 

canôt even express the pain, the torture, the unfair 

treatment.  I do not think any of us could have han-

dled it, taking on everyoneôs sin, as an innocent 

sinless person who is not at fault, yet carrying that 

huge of a burden, because of His deep love for us in 

fulfilling the commitments of following Godôs will for 

us all.   

Jesus did not live for himself.  He lived for us.  Bil-

lions and Billions of us had not even been born yet, 

though He included us in His heart as each moment 

progressed.  Jesus did not live with the attitude of ñI 

wantò.  Rather, He lived with the attitude of love, 

grace, teaching others about God, building up others.  

It was all about extending Himself to others, so that 

they could finally come to God and be graceful to 

others and share His love.  Can you imagine a day of 

not thinking of yourself, your wants?  Jesus lived his 

entire lifetime of never thinking of himself.  Can we 

not spend one day to live for building up someone 

else and showing them Godôs kingdom is there for 

them, if only they will welcome him into their hearts? 

Jesus was the King, but he got on his knees and 

washed His disciplesô feet.  Jesus was fair, kind and 

loving, yet He was betrayed by a friend.  He did not 

seek revenge on Judas, instead told him to do what 

he needed to do.  Jesus never did anything wrong, 

yet He was imprisoned.  He never lost His grace and 

love for others no matter what the circumstance.   

ñIf someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the 

other also.  If someone takes your cloak, do not stop 

If you are interested in submitting poetry and/or other 

writings to ñFrom Our Hearts to Hisò in praise of our 

Loving Heavenly Father, please send it to  

fumcmessenger@gmail.com 

Or drop it off in the Messenger box outside the office. 

Him from taking your tunic.ò -Luke 6:29   

Jesus, the Son of God, could have avoided the beatings.  

He could have struck down all who mocked Him, yet He 

did what He came here to do, and He prayed for them as 

He was suffering on the cross,  

ñJesus said, óFather, forgive them, for they do not know 

what they are doing.ôéò -Luke 23:24 

Jesus is our role model.  No matter what the situation, we 

can stop to think about how He would handle it, and we 

can pray about it.  Just knowing you are loved by God, by 

the Son of God, and have the living Holy Spirit within you 

is enough to make it through any pain.  None of us will 

ever be burdened with the entire worldôs sin.  None of us 

will die on a cross.  But all of us have a chance to live a 

righteous life, because of Him.   

I want to challenge you, who are reading this today.  

Whatever your burden, give it to Him.  There is nothing too 

big for Him to handle.  Whatever your joy, share it with 

Him.  If you feel you cannot forgive someone, give it to 

God and pray for help.  Once you have forgiven someone, 

who you thought it was impossible to forgive, it is the most 

beautiful experience.  God gives you the chance to experi-

ence that.  Look around and pick out the blessings that are 

right in front of you.  Think of how amazing it is for the sun 

to give us light each day.  He does that.  Think of the birds 

singing outside, and with Spring how growth is happening 

in front of you in your yard. Thatôs Him.  Think of that feel-

ing you have when you look at your child, your friend, and 

your spouse.  Thatôs Him too.  You know that feeling you 

get when you realize how thankful you are that you can 

have a life because of Him?  You remember the joyful 

tears you shed when your prayer was answered?  Thatôs 

because of Him. 

Father, we pray and give thanks to You, for You and only 

You are almighty.  Your holiness spreads among us, and 

we feel Your presence as You comfort us and show us 

what life really is about.  Thank You for Jesus Christ.  

Thank you for all you have done for us.  May we forever 

praise your Holy name.  Amen. 

-MKW (Inspired by God, for God) 



ñGodôs Wisdom Provides New      

Understandingò 

World day of prayer is a worldwide 

ecumenical movement where peo-

ple of many faiths come together to 

observe a common day of prayer 

on the first Friday in March each 

year.   

WDPôs motto, òInformed prayer 

leads to prayerful action,ò affirms 

that prayer and action are insepara-

ble and that both have immeasur-

able influence.  As we observe 

WDP 2008, millions of Godôs peo-

ple are suffering from violence, ne-

glect, poverty and political injustice.  

Women and children, especially, 

are denied basic human rights and 

are victims of those who would ex-

ploit them and abuse them. 

We encourage you to begin thinking 

about actions you can take to fur-
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ther support the 2008 theme, which 

calls us to understand the needs 

within Godôs creation-to hear and 

come to the aid of those who are 

denied justice, self-determination 

and opportunity, globally and lo-

cally. 

In 2007, offering went to help 

women and children all over the 

world, but especially in Paraguay, 

as they sought opportunity, educa-

tion, shelter, food and basic human 

rights. 

For suggestions of how you can 

help, please visit www.wdpusa.org.   

We will have a special World Day of 

Prayer worship service following the 

Soup Supper on Friday, March 7.  

The supper will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

and the service will be at 6:45 p.m. 

We hope to see you there! 

Kull, and Robin Eckman. Letôs 

all help this group with their out-

reach mission.  

 

 

 

~All Sunday School children 

decorated placemats to be used 

at the Kairos mission event held 

in January.  

~COMING EVENT: A Lenten 

fair will be held for the Sunday 

School at 10:00 a.m. on Palm 

Sunday, March 16. This will be 

a fun event and will also help the 

children prepare for the Holy 

Week to follow.  

~REMINDER- Please remember 

to send an offering with your 

child to Sunday School. This 

helps to offset the cost of cur-

riculum and supplies for the spe-

cial activities that our teachers 

plan for their students each 

week. Thanks!! 

~Congratulations and a big 

thank you to the Sunday School 

children who donated $114.90 to 

the CPR fund. The children 

saved coins in jugs for 6 weeks 

before Christmas in order to help 

with the restoration of their 

church.  

~Please remember this when you 

are shopping next time. Third 

and Fourth graders are collecting 

new socks to be donated to 

needy families. Teachers in this 

class are Perry Cogburn, Anne 
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Sunday School News 

World Day of Prayer: March 7, 2008 
Easter 

Breakfast 

Join us in fellowship Easter 

morning for an Easter Break-

fast that will be served from 

7:30 a.m. until 9:00 a.m.  

Sign-up to bring fruit, a main 

dish, juice or bread (muffins, 

bagels, etc) to share with 

your church family as we 

celebrate the rising of our 

Savior Jesus Christ.   

We also need help with set-

up, clean-up and preparing 

coffee, etc.  Please sign the 

clipboard if you are able to 

help with that part of the 

gathering. 
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Extra!!! Extra!!! 

Please Join Us for a  

CHOCOLATE EXTRAVAGANZA!!! 
Give your taste buds a Delightful Experience and treat yourself to a variety of 

Chocolate Sensations. 

Tempt your palette with Chocolaty Goodness!!  

Saturday, March 15, 2008 

1:00 ï 5:00 p.m.  

First United Methodist Church  

503 Walnut Street 

Windsor, CO 80550 

(970) 686-2368  

Space is Limited! Admission: $5.00 per person,  

Tickets will be available at the church office, 

Monday through Thursday, 8:00 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m.  

Proceeds will benefit our Youth Mission Trip to Casa Hogar los 

Angelitos orphanage in Manzanillo, Mexico, Summer of 2008 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final Stepping Stones Soup 

Supper will be held right here at 

our church!  The Community Soup 

Supper will begin at 5:30 p.m. on 

Friday, March 7, 2008.  This event 

is free, however a free-will offering 

will be collected to help families in 

the Windsor/Severance School Dis-

trict who are in need of assistance 

with rent and/or utility payments.   

A special guest chef will be cooking 

up one (or maybe two) of the pots 

of soup!  You won't want to miss 

seeing who it is.  Area restaurants 

will be donating the soup.  We 

really hope to see you there!  Ques-

tions?  Contact the church office at 

686-2368. 
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Stepping Stones Soup Supper!!  

The youth would like to express our sincere appreciation 
to our church family for supporting our fundraising ef-
forts.  We raised approximately $115.00 at our Taco Bar 
Luncheon, and $590.00 at our Meal of Fortune Auction. 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated, as these pro-
ceeds will benefit our youth mission trip to Mexico. 

A special thank you to Laura Ackelson, Tara Overton, 
and Tina Rosenthal for your fantastic leadership in plan-
ning and organizing the Taco Bar Luncheon. 

The youth did a wonderful job in preparing the food and 
decorating the Fellowship Hall.  It was a fun and festive 
event!   Thank you, again, for your support.  -Lori Baker 

The people of First UMC of Windsor certainly show their 

faith by what they do. Due to your faith, generosity, love, and 

support, we were able to send care packages to ñourò eleven 

soldiers in January. The boxes were chalk full of the things 

that soldiers request. You all are absolutely wonderful!  

Matthew 5:16 says, ñYour light must shine in the sight of 

men, so that, seeing your good works, they may give the 

praise to your Father in heaven.ò People of First UMC of 

Windsor, your lights shine! Praise God! 

Due to your generosity, we have enough money to mail 

Christmas in July packages, which we will do! 

Love and appreciation for you and your willingness to show 

your faith and to support this awesome ministry, 

-Kathy Carson and Adopt-a-Soldier Ministry 

Are you interested in ordering an Easter Lily?  You may choose from 3 stem and 5 stem plant 

sizes and they will be priced for $10 and $13.  Orders must be in by March 10, 2008.  Please 

sign up on the clipboard or let the church office know of your order.  Lilies will be ready for 

pick-up in the Sanctuary after the Easter Services on Sunday, March 23.  Order one in remem-

brance, honor, or memorial of someone who touched your life.  For more information, feel 

free to contact the church office. 

Are you a single parent interested in joining a Single - Parent Support Group?  

We are looking to start up such a group.  Please call the church office at 686 -

2368 if you are interested.  Days and times to be determined.  



  

LFS Adoption and Pregnancy 

Counseling Services 

Denver/Metro area                                

303-922-3433 

Ft. Collins/Northern Colorado                

970-266-1788 

Colorado Springs/Southern Colo-

rado     719-314-0221 

After Hours Message Line                     

1-877-270-2193 

Infant Open Adoption 

1. LFS is accepting applications for 

the Infant Open Adoption Program. 

Interested couples should call the 

number below to begin the process. 

2. If you know someone who is 

struggling with an unplanned preg-

nancy, LFS is available to provide 

free and unbiased counseling. Don't 

go through this alone. Call us. 

3. LFS works collaboratively with 

numerous International Adoption 

Agencies to serve couples who de-

sire to adopt children from countries 

all over the world. For more infor-

mation about how you can get 

started, call us. 
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Local community announcements  

CHILD IS REQUIRED! 

The 2008 Child Abuse Prevention 

Dinner is scheduled for April 12, 

2008 at the Hilton Hotel in Fort 
Collins.  LFS is currently seeking 

silent auction items (theme baskets, 

etc.), sponsors, and volunteers to 

assist with the event.  For additional 

information, please contact Kim 

Rais at (970) 232-1170 or 

kim.rais@lfsco.org. 

Seeking Silent Auction Items, 

Sponsors & Volunteers Child 

Abuse Prevention Dinner 

Lutheran Family Services Northern 

Colorado is seeking team members 

for "All That Sparkles" our exciting 

event to celebrate our 60th anniver-

sary year!  No experience, special 

skills or contact book is necessary - 

ONLY THE DESIRE TO MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE IN THE LIFE OF A 
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Remember who made us  

We have forgotten the gracious hand which has preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and 

strengthened us, and have vainly imagined in the deceitfulness of our hearts that all these blessings 

were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we 

have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving Grace, too proud to 

pray to the God that made us.   ðAbraham Lincoln 

Help Needed  

The Refugee and Asylee Programs of Lutheran Family Services (LFS) provide services for the resettlement of refu-

gees of all faiths who have been approved by the United States government for resettlement in America.  LFS is 

always looking for teams of 4 or more volunteers to walk with refugees as ñcultural mentorsò during the first crucial 

months after arrival.  If you would like to help friends from foreign countries adjust to our culture or would like to 

learn more, contact Anders Snyder at 303-217-5188 or refugeecommunications@lfsco.org.   

If you work for, or know of a non-

profit agency that has needs our 

church can help support, please 

feel free to submit your announce-

ment to be placed in the newslet-

ter by emailing them to Melissa at: 

fumcmessenger@gmail.com. 
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ISRAEL TRIP with Dave and Jan Cook 

 Iôm so excited - we just got our travel itinerary in the mail, so I must share it, even though when you will be 

reading this, we shall have already gone and come back! 

 Perhaps a little background is in order.  Last June when I was attending Annual Conference, Bishop Warner 

Brown announced that he was planning a  fact finding trip to Israel for anyone from the Rocky Mountain and Yellow-

stone conferences.  Dave and I have been on two trips to Israel with our former pastor in Durango, but I was interested 

in returning to see the differences since our last trip in 2000.  Then I saw a movie on the political situation in Israel at 

the UMW Illiff School of Missions last summer, so I knew then that I just had to go!  I even bought the DVDs to show 

everyone I could corner. 

  We are leaving on February 12 from Denver DIA to Atlanta to Tel Aviv to travel to our Royal Palace Hotel in 

Tiberias, by the Sea of Galilee.  Our tour group consists of eighteen persons, about half laity and half clergy.  For two 

days we shall be touring the various holy sites for tourists, such as Nazareth, Cana, Megiddo where Herod had a vast 

military post guarding the main north-south trade route through the fertile Galilee, Bet Shean, which is a vast active 

archaeological dig through at least six civilizations, and even including a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee.  

  An extra will be visiting the Bethlehem Bible College as we transfer to the Olive Tree Hotel in Jerusalem.  The 

college is an interdenominational Christian college to prepare Christian leaders within an Arab context. On Sunday, we 

shall worship at the East Jerusalem Baptist Church, the pastor there being sponsored by the United Methodist Church. 

We then have an afternoon of relaxation, when Dave and I will probably do a little shopping, sampling the local restau-

rants,  and ñpeople watching.ò  The next three days will be spent visiting the various holy sites and archeological digs 

in the vicinity of Jerusalem; visiting these areas makes reading the Bible come to life when you experience the rela-

tionship of one area to another.  A special tour is planned to the Princess Basma Center for Disabled Children.  The 

center was founded in 1965 under the patronage of  the sister of King Hussein of Jordan to serve disabled children all 

over the West Bank and Gaza strip.  Children referred from other hospitals come with a parent for up to three months 

to receive therapy and prostheses,  while the parents learn how to provide continued therapy at home. February 21 will 

be spent in East Jerusalem holy sites, then visiting Hebron, located in the Biblical region of Judea at 3,000 feet eleva-

tion south of Jerusalem.  Hebron contains the Cave of the Patriarchs holy to all three Abrahamic faiths - Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam - where according to Genesis, Abraham purchased the cave and the field surrounding it to bury 

his wife Sarah, and subsequently Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, and Leah.  Finally we meet with Rabbis for Hu-

man Rights.  It is the only Israeli rabbinic organization comprised of Reform, Orthodox, Conservative and Reconstruc-

tionist rabbis and students to promote various human rights concerns by lobbying authorities and educating the gen-

eral public.  

 Then we move to the Paradise Hotel in Bethlehem.  There we will see the Dehesha refugee camp.  This is a 

permanent camp where Palestinians have been retreating whenever the Israelis threaten or demolish their homes.  

More than 11,000 Palestinians live there in roughly two square miles We shall meet with Palestinians at the Ibda Cul-

tural Center for children at the camp (Ibdaôa means ñsomething from nothingò in Arabic).  Then lunch with a host family, 

then see the ruins at  Herodium, another of King Herodôs luxurious mountain retreats. Solomon Pools are next - they 

traditionally are thought to be the original water source for the first temple, but archaeologists have yet to totally agree. 

Then another meeting at Weam Center (whatever that is!).  The next day we shall go to the Shepherdôs Field Method-

ist Nursery and Beit Sahor Preschool , where we all will bring various preschool supplies, Iotas Village, and a possible 

visit to Ramalah.  We also will try to contact some of the missionaries of the United Methodist Church, but that hasnôt 

been finalized as of yet.  Then back home on the 24
th
. 

 Experiencing the culture leads to greater understanding.  All Jewish hotels are kosher, so we can look forward 

to macaroni and cheese for breakfast with other creamed vegetarian casseroles and fancy pastries.  The other meals 

feature delicious meats, but no dairy products of any kind.  Each room has a little container over the door containing a 

tiny piece of paper stating ñThe Lord Our God is One ---.ò Itôs Biblical - look in the first five books of the Old Testament.  

You hear the Islamic recorded call to worship from all the minarets five times a day, reminding the faithful to prayer, 

either at a local mosque or in private 

 My greatest hope is that Dave and I can share our adventure with our congregation and any other group who 

may be interested.  Israel is indeed a holy land for a variety of peoples!  It should be a land of peace, but we in the 

United States have no idea just how UN-peaceful this land is.  There is so much misconceptions about Judaism, Islam, 

and Christianity , the only solution is education, starting with me! 



 

Your Church Leaders 

 

Pastor ..........................Linda Pelletier 

Student Pastoréééé...Deb Wacker 

Office Manager ..... Krista Goddard  

Youth & Family Coordé..Lori Baker 

Leadership Councilééééééééé...
 .......... éééééééé..Shelley Chaney 

SPR Chairéééééééé...é.Mike Rais 

Sunday School Superintendent 
ééé.ééééééééé..Joyce Johnson 

Trustees .........................Jerry Carson 

Finance ................... Dan VanArsdall 

Financial Secretary ............. Bill Pratt  

Treasurer ...................... Tim Johnson 

Bookkeeperéé...Marlene Bronson 

UMW ................. Dorothy Emhovich 

Historian /Librarian .. Mary Alice Lindblad 

Public Relations ............ Sandi Meier 

Comm. StewardéééHelp Needed 

One-Hour Ministry....Kathy Carson 

Head Usher ..................... Bob Foster 

Head Lay Leader ............... Jan Cook 

Vestments Arranger ... Vicki Christian 

Boy Scout Rep. ................ Don Baker 

Nursery Dir, & Custodian ...... Hilda Passaretti 

Choir Director ........................ Ann Pratt 

Organist ...................... Emma DeBey 

Newsletter ................ Melissa Weber 

Leadership CouncilééShelley 
Chaney, Karen Savage, Pat Ferrell, 
Eric Freitag, Deb Covert, Phil 
Neville, Matt Jones, Ruben Perea 

Office Hours  

8:00amð3:00pm 

MondayðThursday 

 

Messenger Articles: 

Send to Melissa Weber 

FUMCMessenger@gmail.com 

Or drop them by the office 

(electronic submissions are      
encouraged) 

Announcements and other fun  

PA G E 1 1 M A R C H  2 0 0 8 

The Multi-Media Ministry is looking for volunteers to 

learn how to run the computer and/or sound board for 

church services.  Anyone who is interested, please 

contact Ric Weber at 970-301-0173. 

Leadership council has given the approval for anyone interested to 
place a small ad for their business in the newsletter.  The council will   

review all ads submitted.  There will be a small monthly fee to run the ad 

that will help offset office and copier costs.  Please contact the church 

office to submit your ad or for more information. 

CPR pledges and gifts as of 2-17: $102,320.00. Giving Units:  86.  

Please contact any CPR representative to find out how you can donate 

and pledge to take part in helping to restore our church. 

There is a signup sheet for those interested in going on the Novem-

ber 8 - 15 th , 2008  Adult Mission trip to Manzanillo, Mexico . Please 

see either Bill Pratt or Debbie Covert if you are interested.  

Next Emmaus Gatheringï  

 

Date:  Saturday, March 8th 

Time:  5:30PM 

Where:  First UMC- Loveland 

Address:  533 Grant Avenue 

 

Passionate about VBS?  Are you organized?  Do 

you enjoy seeing the joy on the childrenôs faces?   

 

 

When:  June 16th through 20th 

Call to service:  We are in need of the following:  teachers, and commit-
tee members. 

Interested?  Please notify Deb Wacker or Pastor Linda. 

It is finished.  -John 19:30 

"We need the spectacles of science to show us what the universe is like, 

and the spectacles of Scripture to show us how to relate to God as crea-

tures in the divine image." 

ðDr. Barbara Pursey, retired teacher at Dubuque Theological Seminary 
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