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February 2008  

Rev Linda Pelletier, Pastor  

òSEEK    BELIEVE    SHARE IN CHRISTó 

The Messenger  

 

Do you have something you 

would like to share with the   

congregation?  Have it added to 

the Messenger.  

 

The FUMC Messenger is looking 

for submissions from the congrega-

tion to keep all of its members up to 

date on whatôs happening in our 

church.  The deadline is the 10th of 

the month.    Please email                   

fumcmessenger@gmail.com   

Welcome to February, another month 

given to us by our Gracious, Heavenly 

Father!  This is the one and only February 

we have in 2008, so letôs bring it in with 

love and joy in our hearts.  Did you know 

this year is a Leap Year?  This means we 

have one more day to appreciate Godôs 

works!  How cool is that? 

Our church family is truly amazing.  Iôve 

seen our church family volunteer time to 

help one another to provide emotional 

support and also physical labor.  We do-

nate items to help our soldiers far away 

and others in need who are not so far.  

We are contributing to restore our church 

through CPR.  We spend time together in 

worship and study.  We laugh together.  

We pray together.  We have fun together.  

We work Missions together.  We sing.  

We dance.  Some of us even dress up like 

chickens (Nice job, Candice).  All in all, 

we do what is important.  We come to-

gether as children of God in the body of 

Christ. 

Hereôs a taste of whatôs going on at FUMC.  

Our youth are very busy.  Check out inside 

this issue what they are doing for our commu-

nity. 

What else are we doing?  As a congre-

gation, we are sponsoring children at the 

Casa Hogar.  We have Stephen Minis-

ters in training right now too.  We have 

Sunday School, Disciple class, Prayer 

groups.  All of this and more, in the name 

of our living savior, Jesus Christ.   

Sometimes I reflect on what our church 

means to us individually and as a family, 

and Iôm overwhelmed in a powerful, 

meaningful way.  Each person in our 

church has their own talents and contri-

butions.  Thank you to everyone for who 

you are and what you do.  Whether you 

are a leader or do things behind the 

scenes, you are important and appreci-

ated for all your efforts.  Thank you for 

being a part of this church.  And special 

thanks to our Father for bringing us to-

gether as one in His spirit. 

ñPraise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people. He has 

raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David.  -Luke 1:68-69 

 ñAre you the king of the Jews?ò asked Pilate. ñYes, it is as you say,ò Jesus replied.   -Mark 15:2 
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Sunday 
Traditional Service  9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School              10:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service   11:00 a.m. 

While they were eating, Jesus 

took bread, gave thanks and 

broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, ñTake it; this 

is my body.ò Then he took the 

cup, gave thanks and offered 

it to them, and they all drank 

from it.  -Mark 22-23 

ñThis is my blood of the cove-

nant, which is poured out for 

many,ò he said to them.  ñI tell 

you the truth, I will not drink 

again of the fruit of the vine 

until that day when I drink it 

anew in the kingdom of God.ò  

-Mark 24-25 

Next Emmaus Menôs and Womenôs walks 

Menôsï April 10-13ï Valley Vista UMCï Denver, CO 

Womenôsï April 17-20ï First UMCï Fort Collins, CO 

*Please see Perry Cogburn or anyone who has at-

tended for details. 

More information at the Northern Colorado Emmaus 

Community website: 

http://www.northcoloemmaus.org/ 

Our youth group recycles inkjet cartridges, laser car-

tridges, cell phones, and aluminum cans, to raise 

funds. The funds raised this year will benefit the youth 

mission trip to Mexico in 2008.  

In addition, we are now able to recycle 

DVDôs, Laptops, MP3 Players, Digital 

Cameras, Portable DVD Players, Video 

Game Consoles, and GPS Devices.  

Donôt throw it away! Please 

recycle. Itôs good for the envi-

ronment, and our youth group will earn 

funds. 

Souper Bowl of Caring ï Submarine Sandwich Time!  

 On Sunday, February 3rd our Youth Organiza-
tion will be joining thousands of youth around the world 

in a conscious effort to bring attention to World Hunger. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring allows each youth ministry 

the opportunity to reach out to a local organization, and 

make a difference in World Hunger through serving in 

the surrounding community.  

We are asked to remind everyone that 

as we think about the preparations 

and festivities of the Super Bowl, that 

the reality is that there are people that 

do not even have a bowl of ñsoupò to 

eat. It is our hope that as you support our fundraiser, 

you will, also, consider purchasing a Super Bowl Sub-

marine Sandwich for a person staying at the Guadalupe 

Center, which is a homeless shelter, in Greeley. They 

will be delivered by our youth. Please order via the 

clipboard in the foyer , and pick up your sandwiches 

after services on February 3rd. As always, we praise 

God for the blessing of the many leaders that are in-

volved in the entire youth program, and for the youth, 

and the many opportunities they have to Seek, Believe, 

and Share in Christ.  

Lori Baker, Youth/Family Ministry Coordinator, 686-9316 

Can you believe we are turning 137?  Itôs that time of 

year when we celebrate the birthday of the church!   

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, Febru-

ary 10 following the Contemporary service for the 

churchôs birthday party!  Tickets are available for pur-

chase in the office!  They are $6.00 for Adults,  $3.00 for 

ages 5-12 and children under 5 are Free! 

http://www.northcoloemmaus.org/
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Jesus Loves Me  

At a women's retreat in Arizona, the leader discussed 

the subject of passing faith to the next generation. She 

divided the women into groups of five and asked each 

group to choose and sing a cherished hymn. The 

women were surprised to hear an overwhelming favor-

ite, "Jesus Loves Me."  

 

Most of us probably can sing the first and last verses of 

that beloved song. But do you know the other verses?  

 

Jesus loves me! This I know,  

As he loved so long ago,  

Taking children on his knee,  

Saying, "Let them come to Me."  

 

Jesus loves me still today,  

Walking with me on my way,  

Wanting as a friend to give  
Light and love to all who live.  

Prayer for Lent:  

Heavenly Father, as we prepare for Lent, we pray that our 

lives will be brought closer to Jesus Christ, who gave His life 

to pay for our sins.  May we come together to understand 

more and more each day the passion of His sacrifice for us 

all.  His acts gave us the opportunity to become a part of 

Your Glorious Kingdom.  As the body of Christ in our church, 

we pray that we do not take this lightly.  Instead we pray to 

expand our service for Your works and open up our lives to 

becoming the children You need us to be.  Father, may we 

be there for one another to provide support in our sacrifices, 

and not give in to those things that weaken us.  What is im-

portant, Father, is that we come closer to you, to worship 

You, to honor and respect You as our Creator, to see You in 

all things, and find Your grace and glory in them.  Thank you 

Father for loving us and all you do for us.  Amen. 

-MKW 

What is Ash Wednesday?  

 Traditionally, the Christian church has observed the seven weeks before Easter as a time 

of penitence and spiritual self-examination.   Ash Wednesday, February 6, begins Lent, 

which ends on Easter. 

 

Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent, derives its name from the ancient 

practice of marking the foreheads of worshipers with ashes from the unused palm 

branches of the previous year. Ashes historically have had a dual significance.  

 

First, they are Old Testament symbols of sadness and humility. Job, in the midst of all his 

troubles, cried out to God from the ash heap.  

 

The second symbolic meaning of ashes is as a reminder of our mortality. Each of us faces the inevitability of physical 

death. Our bodies and material possessions eventually will turn to dust and ashes. This is a reminder that we dare not 

trust in things that crumble. But Lent does not leave us on the ash heap. It begins with Ash Wednesday, but ends with 

Easter. And Easter proclaims that, through Christ, God resurrects us from our dust and ashes, makes us new crea-

tures and brings life out of death!  

 

Chalice and Cross   
 

The chalice is a symbol of Holy Com-

munion. The pointed cross is known 

as the Passion Cross, Agony Cross or 

Cross of Suffering. Together these 

symbols represent the agony of 

Christ's passion and his obedient suf-

fering. 
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Dear Friends, 

Thank you all for your incredible ef-
forts to make the difficult transition 
from your beloved pastor Gary and 
his wife Roni to my husband and me 
over these past six months.    

To those of you who have continued 
in your various leadership roles in 
spite of the loss you felt, and may still 
be feeling, thank you!   I really want to 
share my appreciation of your efforts 
at holding fast to this wonderful con-
gregation.   

In addition, to staying with it through 
the change, many of you have 
stepped up to serve in this coming 
year, meeting the many ministry 
needs we have as a congregation.  
Thank you so very much for saying 
yes.   

I am really looking forward to all that 
God has for us in this new year to-
gether.  I am thankful for even the chal-
lenges that we will face, because chal-
lenges can stretch us and give us new 
opportunities to excel in ministry and to 
grow in our faith of Jesus Christ.    

I want to extend an invitation to any 
and all of you who have a concern to 
visit with me regarding your concern.  
Likewise, I invite anyone who has a 
dream for your beloved church to also 
come and share it with me.  My door is 
always open.    

Thank you again for your love and con-
tinued support of the many ministries 
here at First United Methodist Church 
of Windsor.      

God Bless and Keep you, 

How many of us think that it takes special training to be a Stephen Minister ? Yes, to be commissioned as a 

Stephen Minister does require 50 hours of training, but if you stop and look at what you do during the 

day for someone else, you are doing Stephen Ministering . 

¶ How many of us sign the ñyard cardsò every month for the solders? That is being a Stephen 

Minister.  

¶ How many of us send cards or phone calls to those that are sick, having a birthday, anniversary? 

That is being a Stephen Minister.  

¶ How many of us make meals for those in need? That is being a Stephen Minister.  

 We do so many things that are being a Stephen Minister. But you can expand it even further. Stop and listen to 

see if God is calling you to take the next class to become a commissioned Stephen Minister. 

-Susan Cook 

Pastor Linda 
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 Valentineôs day is quickly approaching.  For 

this edition of The Messenger, I thought Iôd explore 

what itôs all about.  I did a little research, and I found 

a couple of interesting things.   

 Did you know it started when early Europe-

ans thought about this as the time birds mate?  Be-

cause of this, it was a pretty cool thing to show others 

we love them by giving love notes or doing some-

thing special to, well, go along with nature.  Follow 

the birds, I guess we could say.  In  the 1370ôs, it was 

Chaucer who wrote a poem connecting this day with 

ñlove and romanceò. I couldnôt help but wonder then 

when bears mate, because maybe we should cele-

brate that too.  Thatôs in May through June, in case 

youôre wondering.  Sorry, I couldnôt help myself.  

There are a lot of other stories concerning this day, 

including, last but not least, the saints having this 

name, St. Valentine, who were martyred on February 

14th, in Rome.   

 Whatever the origin, today we celebrate it as 

a special day to show our loved ones that we love 

them, especially our significant others.  Of course, we 

love them everyday of the year, but this is the day we 

celebrate it, kind of like an anniversary.  We go out 

and buy chocolates, flowers, greeting cards, and pos-

sibly make plans for a nice getaway weekend.  

Thereôs nothing wrong with that.  Love is one of the 

Fruits of the Spirit.   

 Then I had a thought.  What about God?  

Heôs all about love.  Couldnôt He be a part of Valen-

tineôs day?  Then it hit me.  Of course!  Wasnôt it a 

true act of love sending us His own son, to live here 

as human flesh among us?  Jesus!  He gave us Je-

sus!  Thatôs got to be the greatest act of love I can 

imagine.  Jesus was born and lived so that He could 

teach Godôs Word to the people and be the living 

sacrifice, to die for us, each one of us, to cleanse us 

of all of our sins.  He was the lamb, a precious lamb 

of God, who sinless, put His life on the line, in purity 

and love to save us.  And this loving act also allowed 

us the chance to communicate directly with God.  If 

youôve read the Old Testament, youôve found it was 

different before Jesus.  Back then, the way to con-

nect with God and ask forgiveness was through 

priests and animal sacrifices.  But God loved us so 

much, He thought this was not enough.  He wants us 

all to have direct contact with Him, from our hearts to 

His.  He cares what we think and how we feel.  He 

wants to listen to us.  We can pray to Him no matter 

where we are.  

If you are interested in submitting poetry and/or other 

writings to ñFrom Our Hearts to Hisò in praise of our 

Loving Heavenly Father, please send it to  

fumcmessenger@gmail.com  

Or drop it off in the Messenger box outside the office. 

 We have the freedom to go straight to Him.  Isnôt 

that an honor?  How does that make you feel knowing 

this?  We have this freedom because of Jesus Christ.   I 

want to encourage you all to say a prayer on Valentineôs 

Day, a prayer regarding your loved ones, and add your 

thankfulness for God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit in 

your lives.  God called us near.  God whispered to us, ever 

so gently in our ears.  God has snuggled our hearts close 

to His.  God brought us here, each for a reason.  God 

loves us.  Please pray with me. 

 ñThank you Glorious, Gracious Father for the love 

you give us every day.  Thank you for giving us the ability  

to share our love with others.  Thank you for the people 

you have placed in our lives.  Father, we so often live our 

lives with so much on our minds and so much to do.  

Sometimes we forget to take out that special moment in 

our day to tell others we love them, as well as praise and 

thank you for your mercy and grace.  Before we know it, 

time passes like sand falling through our fingers.  Father, 

we pray to honor, to worship you, to thank you for every-

thing you have done for us.  Because of you, our hearts 

beat.  All that we have is Yours, Father.  We lift our hands 

to praise Your name.  Without You, we are nothing.  You 

build us up.  You have redeemed us.  Each day, we re-

dedicate our lives to you.  Please give us the strength, 

courage, and wisdom to carry out your commands and 

follow the paths you have put before us.  And Father, if we 

slip, we ask that you please forgive us as you have so 

many times before, and pick us up so that we can stand 

taller in your name.  Thank you for our loved ones.  Thank 

you so much for Jesus.  Thank you for loving us so much 

and giving us the chance to come to you.  Thank you for 

inviting us into your heart.  Thank you for that day we each 

found you, and your patience in waiting for us, and wel-

coming us as if no time had passed.  Thank you for the 

gifts you gave us that help us to reflect you.  We look for-

ward to our eyes, our ears, and our hearts being opened 

even wider and wider each day to you and your wisdom.  

Because of you, we now live.  Praise your name, Our Fa-

ther God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  We are the First 

United Methodist Church of Windsor, and we honor your 

holy name and all of its glory.  Amen.ò 

-MKW (Inspired by God, for God) 
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CHILD SPONSORSHIPS FOR THE CHILDRENôS FOUNDATION 

At the all-church Charge Conference on December 1, our congregation voted to formalize and bless this churchôs rela-

tionship with Casa Hogar los Angelitos  in Manzanillo, Mexico, and The Childrenôs Foundation, the organization that 

provides funding for the childrenôs home. 

As you may know, the founder of The Childrenôs Foundation, Nancy 

Nystrom, visited our congregation on November 25, and spoke about 

Casa Hogar los Angelitos and the children who are being helped there 

- children who came from backgrounds of extreme poverty, physical 

and emotional and sexual abuse, broken homes, drug-addicted and/or 

alcoholic parents, and desperate situations of every description.  The 

mission of  Casa Hogar los Angelitos is to break the cycle of poverty 

and abuse and to give these underprivileged children educational op-

portunity, a clean and healthy environment, nourishing food, spiritual 

and emotional support, and love.  With help and support, these chil-

dren can become healthy, productive, and educated.  Many of the chil-

dren are making amazing progress toward meaningful lives through 

the support they receive at the Casa Hogar. 

Our church has sent several teams on mission trips to the Casa Hogar, and many members of our congregation are 

familiar with the children, the facility, and the program.  Our youth group is planning a mission trip to Manzanillo in 

June of this year, and plans are being made for an adult mission trip in November. 

Individuals within our church are currently sponsoring children at the Casa Hogar by providing financial support 

through the Child Sponsorship Program of The Childrenôs Foundation.  A full sponsorship means providing $40 

monthly toward the support of a child at Casa Hogar los Angelitos. 

Because we realize that $40 per month is more than many people are able to pay, it is hoped that, as a congregation, 

we can team up to sponsor several children in the name of The First United Methodist Church of Windsor.  Our goal is 

for our church to sponsor 8-10 children.  If you are interested, you may sign up with Debbie Covert or Bill Pratt to be-

come a part of this all-church effort.  You may elect to contribute $5 per month, or $10 per month, or $20 per month, or 

any amount you wish toward the sponsorship of  a child.  As of January 10, we have received commitments for (3? 4? 

5?) full sponsorships from our congregation.  We are extremely grateful to all of you who have chosen to participate in 

this program. 

We will have a display with the pictures of our sponsored children with up-to-date photographs, printed material about 

the children, and progress reports.  We hope that meaningful relationships will be established between the children at 

Casa Hogar los Angelitos and the members of our congregation.  We hope, too, that many from our congregation will 

have the opportunity to go to Manzanillo on future mission trips to meet the children and to work on various project at 

the childrenôs home.  Printed materials and more information about the sponsorship program will be provided to all 

who choose to participate. 

Payments for the program should be handled as follows: 

Please make all checks payable to First United Methodist Church.   By writing checks to                                                     

the church, you will receive credit through the church for your tax-deductible                                                              

charitable contribution. 

On the memo line , please write Child Sponsor-Casa Hogar. 

Commitments are for one year, renewable at the end of each calendar year. 

You may elect to pay each month or for any number of months.  Payment is requested on the first Sunday of each 

month unless payment has already been made for that month.  You will be notified when contributions are due. 

Please feel free to contact Debbie Covert or Bill Pratt if you have any questions about this program. 

We thank you for your interest in helping disadvantaged children to have a better life.  With your help, we are truly 

changing lives, one child at a time. 


