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Dated material for February 2012.

Our Purpose:

February

“We are a sign of God’s presence, called to-
gether to make a positive difference in lives,
families, and communities through the love

of Jesus Christ”

February 2012

Rev Bob Simpson, Pastor

Thank you for being part of our church family. May many prayers flow through you,
and may many answers to prayer come to you in God’s love.
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In 24 Hours That Changed the World, Adam Hamilton
took us on a Lenten journey through the last day of
Jesus' life. Now in this inspiring follow-up book, Ham-
ilton explores these final words as seen and heard
through the eyes and ears of those who stood near

F l N A L the cross. Despite the serious effort and increased
pain required for Jesus to speak as he hung on the
WORDS cross, Jesus spoke seven "final words" statements

that have much to teach us about Jesus, his Father,
and ourselves:

Father Forgive Them

Behold Your Son...Behold Your Mother
My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?
Today You Will Be with Me in Paradise
| Thirst

It Is Finished

Into Your Hands | Commit My Spirit

Each chapter begins with the biblical account followed by a first-person story as
might have been told from the viewpoint of one of the characters at the cross.
Then the chapter explores the meaning of Jesus' dying words for our lives to-
day. Following the last statement, a postscript recounts the words Jesus spoke
following his resurrection, including what truly were the final words Jesus spoke
while walking this earth.

Studies will be held as follows:

e Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. beginning February 23rd.

e Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. beginning February 26th.

e Tuesday afternoons at 12:30 p.m. beginning February 28th.

Books will be $12.00 each or you may purchase your book on Kindle for $9.00.
A sign-up sheet will be passed around during worship.

Here’s what's inside this issue:

Get Involved 2

Council Corner, Learn New 3

Bob’s Reflection 4
Feed Congo Kids 9
Mission Moment 10
Announcements 11

Do you have something you
would like to share with the
congregation? Have it added to
the Messenger.

The FUMC Messenger is looking
for submissions from the congrega-
tion to keep all of its members up to
date on what’s happening in our
church. The deadline is the 10th of
the month. Please email

fumcmessenger@gmail.com

Jesus Christ Lives!
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'Get Involved!

ORSHIP

SCHEDULE

“If any of you lacks wisdom,
you should ask God, who
gives generously to all with-

\ —_

Have

been

saved

Sunday

Contemporary Service 8:30 AM
Traditional Service 10:00 AM

out finding fault, and it will be
given to you.”

James 1:5 NIV

through faith.

EFHESIANS 2:8, NRSV

Prayer Shawl Ministry

We have a Ministry at this church that creates handmade
Prayer Shawls. They can be knitted, crocheted, quilted or
sewn. We mostly work on the Shawl's at home, saying pray-
ers to ask God to provide healing of the body, mind and spirit
for the person who receives the Shawl. We do have fun
meeting together and sharing our crafts and stories. We
meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 10:00am
in the upstairs room of the church. We have yarn and some
hooks and needles and we can teach you how to crochet or
knit. Come experience the gift of giving. For more infor-
mation, contact:

Marcia Teachout 303-880-5263

msteachout@comcast.net

"For it was you who formed my
inward parts, you knit me togethe
in my mother's womb. | praise
you, for | am fearfully and won-
derfully made. Wonderful are you
works; that | know very well."”
Psalm 139:13-14 NRSV

Special dates

« African-American History Month

» Boy Scout Sunday, February 12, 2012

« Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2012

« Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 19, 2012
« Presidents Day, February 20, 2012

» Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012

« First Sunday in Lent, February 26, 2012
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Youth Group- Recycling

Our youth group recycles inkjet cartridges, laser car-
tridges, cell phones, and aluminum cans, to raise
funds. The funds raised this year benefits the youth
mission trip.

In addition, we are now able to recycle DVD’s, Lap- — |
tops, MP3 Players, Digital Cameras, Portable DVD
Players, Video Game Consoles, and GPS Devices.

Don’t throw it away! Please recycle. It's good for the
environment, and our youth group will earn funds.

Up Coming Mission Opportunities: Mark your calendar
for the missions you don’t want to miss out on! You will be
reminded throughout the year as the event gets closer-

Clothes Closet: Every Tuesday and Thursday from g:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m. at Windsor FUMC, 503 Walnut St.

Food Pantry: Every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m. at Faith United Church of Christ, 1020 Walnut
St. May and November are Windsor FUMC’s months to
work the pantry.

Guadalupe Shelter Meal Preparation: March 2gth, May
31st, August 3oth, and November 2gth

Buckhorn Camp Maintenance: Spring 2012
Kairos: May 3-6, 2012

Joplin, MO Mission Trip: June 2012
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OTHER FUN

If you have the name and address of a soldier serving in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan, please contact Jaime Cummings 303-596-4206 or the
church office. Please help us connect with soldiers to let them know
they are loved and prayed for.

Your Church Leaders

PaStOr......cccoceveerereccriene Bob Simpson
Office Manager........ Krista Goddard
Youth Coord................. Deb Campbell
|Leadership Council ................ Ken Iliff
SPR Chair.....c.ococeireiieieciees Mark Cook

If you know of someone who is pregnant, is sick, has been hospitalized or
is going to have surgery, please call Jaime Cummings at 303-596-4206,
Ken lliff at 674-1034 or Krista, church secretary, at 686-2368.

Thank you for helping us reach out.

Sunday School Coordinators...............
................. Tricia Taylor, Deb Campbell

Trustees.........cccocoveecreecnne. Bruce Hyink
|Finance (@ F= | G TBD
Financial Secretary................. Bill Pratt
Treasurer ................. Marlene Bronson

Emmaus News! Gathering info:
When: Saturday, February 11th @ 5:30PM
Where: First Christian Church
2000 N Lincoln Ave, Loveland CO

Northern Colorado Emmazes

More details: www.northcoloemmaus.org

UMW.......cceveieeeee Dorothy Emhovick
Historian /Librarian..Tracy & Debbie Bates

Comm. Steward..................... Terry and
Judy Haduck; JM & Michele Shater

One-Hour Min........Jaime Cummings
Head Usher......................... Bob Foster
Head Lay Leader......... Monte Savage
\Vestments Arranger...... Vicki Christian
IBoy Scout Rep.......cccevvenne. Eric Harris

"O Love That Will Not Let Me Go"

O Love that will not let me go,

| rest my weary soul in thee;

| give thee back the life | owe,
That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

George Matheson (1842-1906) wrote the words to this much-loved hymn
while feeling intensely lonely and afraid.

Years back, his fiancé had broken their engagement upon learning he was

going blind. Despite that challenge, Matheson had followed God’s call to a
fruitful pastoral ministry — with his sister’s assistance. Now his sister was

getting married, and Matheson worried about who would take care of him
and if anyone would ever want to marry him.

Amid such despair, Matheson later shared, God gave him all four verses of
this hymn in five minutes. It’s a poignant reminder that God’s love sus-
tains us even when human love falls short.

Choir Director ..........ccoucveanen. Ann Pratt
Organist..........cccccecoeeeeee Emma DeBey
PIanist........cccococeeeeirirecccnrenes Connie Hill
Newsletter.................. Melissa Colgate
Leadership Council......Ken lliff, Mon-
te Savage, Jan Cook, Bruce Hyink,

Warren Wilson, Arturo Loya, Jaime
|Cummings, and Perry Cogburn

Office Hours
8:00am—3:00pm
Monday—Thursday

Messenger Articles:
Please email Melissa Colgate
FUMCMessenger@gmail.com

I Answer to Bible Quiz: A
(See Matthew 4:1-11 and
ILuke 4:1-13.)
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FUMC Supports Guadalupe Community Center

Five volunteers from First United Methodist traveled to Greeley on December
29, to prepare and serve the evening meal to approximately 50 people at the
new facility of the Guadalupe Community Center located at 1442 North 11" Av-
enue in Greeley.

The Guadalupe Center is funded by Catholic Charities of Denver and by other
donations. The facility, open from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 365 days per year,
can house up to sixty individuals. There are separate areas for single men, sin-
gle women, and families with children. The shelter also provides shower facili-
ties, breakfast and evening meals, job referrals, and other support services for
shelter residents. Meals are served to single women and families beginning at
5:30 p.m. Single men are served at 6:00 p.m.

The missions team from FUMC has signed up to serve at least four evening
meals during 2012. All of our scheduled dates are fifth Thursdays which occur
on March 29, May 31, August 30, and November 29. Only four or five volun-
teers are needed for each date. Their duties will include grocery shopping,
food preparation (all of which must be done at the shelter), serving the meal,
and some cleanup. We are attempting to establish a standardized menu that
will be served each time we volunteer. The meal will consist of tacos (including
ground beef, cheese, lettuce, tomatoes, and sour cream), a fruit compote, a
vegetable, and a dessert of cake or brownies. The shopping list is compiled
with the cooperation of the shelter’s food service coordinator as the number of
meals varies from day to day throughout the year.

The mission team has agreed that each volunteer from our church will contrib-
ute $10 toward the meal that is served on a given day. The remainder of the
cost of the meal will come from funds accumulated for this mission from special
missions collections during the Easter and Christmas seasons.

If you are interested in helping with this mission, please contact Bill Pratt (686-
7319). Your name will be added to the list of volunteers. It is anticipated that
each person will be called on to help only once or twice a year.
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Council Corner

Matthew 7:7 “Ask and it will be given to you; search and you will find; knock and the door will
be opened for vou. ™ What a great message from the Savior. God has great plans for our church
ministries this coming vear. We are being blessed to be a blessing. Serving with vou is a great
jov. Within the vital congregations ministry we are seeking to discern the direction of God’s
ministries it FUMC and to spark the passion fires in each of vou that encourages vou to hear the
knocking on the door and engage in the ministrv of vour heart. There are great possibilities to
share the good news of Jesus Christ in our families and community through worship, outreach,
growing as disciples, serving through mission and generously giving of out time, gifts and
resowrces. | pray each of vou will encounter Jesus in a special way and respond to his knock on
the door of your heart.

May the Holy Spirit live in you today.

Ken Iliff

yearn Something Ney,

+ Christian Svymbols + This number appears many times in Scripture, often
indicating a time of trial or testing, or simply marking

something significant. It rained 40 days and nights dur-
ing the Great Flood. Israel wandered in the wilderness
for 40 years. Jesus fasted for 40 days and was with the
disciples for 40 days between his resurrection and as-
cension. Taking this symbolic number to heart, the
Christian church has long observed 40 days of Lent
(not counting Sundays).

Transfiguration

All over this magnificent world, God calls us to extend his kingdom of shalom-peace and wholeness — of
justice, of goodness, of compassion, of caring, of sharing, of laughter, of joy, of reconciliation. God is
transfiguring the world right this very moment through us because God believes in us and because God
laves us.

What can separate us from the love of God? Nothing. Absolutely nothing. And as we share God's love with
our brothers and sisters, God’s other children, there is no tyrant who can resist us, no opposition that
cannot be ended, no hunger that cannot be fed, no wound that cannot be healed, no hatred that cannot
be turned into love, no dream that cannot be fulfilled.

—Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream
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Preacher Donald English invites us to imagine that we are tulip bulbs. We are all
tucked away together in a wooden box on the shelf at the garden store. It's not the
most exciting life in the world, but everybody is comfortable and we get along well
with the other bulbs in the box. One day a giant hand reaches down into the box!
There is widespread panic when the hand scoops out a huge handful of bulbs and
then disappears. When things settle down, one of the tulip bulbs speaks to the other
bulbs that were left behind, “Whew! That was a close call! How lucky we are, because
we’ve heard what happens to those bulbs taken by the giant hand. The gardener will
dig a hole in the ground and bury them. They will die down there, and the earth will
freeze over them. We’'re the lucky ones. We’'re still safe and secure in our cozy little
box. Praise God!”

Maybe you can relate to those tulip bulbs when you think about your faith journey. |
have to say I've never been too receptive to anyone who's tried to grab me and plant
me in a place | didn't want to be. The gardener knows the only way tulips reach their
true potential is when they are planted. He knows they will never bloom in a box at
the garden store. God knows the same is true with us, that the true purpose and full
potential of our lives is realized when we allow ourselves to be placed in the hands of
The Master Gardener. Sometimes we resist because we are comfortable and satis-
fied with where we are and who we are. And even when we are not satisfied, we often
still resist because we dread the thought of going through change.

Although, we may be like those tulip bulbs in some ways, the analogy breaks down.
Even though God knows our full potential lies in a relationship with Him, he doesn't
scoop us up and forcibly plant us in his kingdom. Instead, God invites and lets each
of us make our own decision to accept. In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus' first recorded
words are: “The time has come. The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and be-
lieve the good news!” (Mark 1:15) In the very next verse, we read that several fisher-
man decide to accept Jesus' invitation. We also know these same men had occa-
sions to reconsider Jesus' invitation and to renew their decision to be planted in God's
kingdom.

The approaching Lenten season offers us the same opportunity to make a new or re-
newed acceptance of Jesus' invitation. Will we stay in the box where we are? Or will
we put ourselves in the hands of the Gardener to be planted in a new place to bloom
and blossom into more of who God wants us to be? "The time has come," but not for
God's giant hand to scoop you away. What has come is the time for His invitation:
"The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” What kind
of bulb will you be?

Blessings in Christ Jesus,
Bob
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Feed Congo Kids in Kapanga With Plumpy-Nut Formula

Do you remember when Marilyn and | went to the Congo about a year ago? With your
donations we bought Plumpy Nut formula to feed starving children. That formula pro-
vides life saving nutrition to thousands of children. With God’s help there have been do-
nations enough to continue the feeding program. In March, Jan and Kurt Kaiser will be
returning to where we spent our 2 weeks in medical mission and will be teaching the
people to make their own Plumpy Nut formula with hand grinders of locally grown pea-
nuts. This feeding program will be completely in the hands of the local people, as it
should be. It might well be the biggest break-through in decades on attacking the prob-
lem of malnutrition and starvation in the Congo. Yet this program cannot be accom-
plished without funds to support it. All donations to the project WILL go directly to the
Congo and WILL make a difference to save children’s lives. If you want to help, here’s
how:

Make you checks payable to “OFA” (Our Family in Africa), a tax-exempt 501(C)(3) non-
profit organization. Your donation is tax deductible and a receipt will be sent to you (by
email if you include your email address with the donation).

Mail to: Kurt Kaiser, 600 High Circle Rd, Sandpoint, ID 83864

On behalf of FEED CONGO KIDS IN KAPANGA and
the children it serves, we truly value your support.

Rob and Marilyn Bradley

GET INVOLVED

Bible Quiz r/ \
During Jesus’ time in the wilderness after his baptism, Satan tempted % f ‘

him to do three things. Which of the following was not one of the
temptations?

l
\

A. To change water into wine so wedding guests would know he was
God’s Son

B. To throw himself down from the top of the temple, expecting angels
to save him

C. To turn stones into bread to satisfy his hunger

D. To worship Satan in order to gain all the world’s kingdoms (answer on pg. 11)
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