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December 2009  

Rev  Bob Simpson, Pastor  

òSEEK     BELIEVE     SHARE   CHRISTó 

The Messenger   FUMC of Windsor  

Do you have something you 

would like to share with the   con-

gregation?  Have it added to the 

Messenger.  

 

The FUMC Messenger is looking for 

submissions from the congregation 

to keep all of its members up to date 

on whatôs happening in our church.  

The deadline is the 10th of the 

month.    Please email                   

fumcmessenger@gmail.com   

Letôs celebrate completing our Church 
Restoration and Rehabilitation Ministry 
together! God has blessed each of us to 
be a blessing in the place where we are. 
You are invited to enter the Sanctuary at 
any time, just you and our Lord Jesus and 
sit down and just listen. It is a peaceful 
place where you can shut out the worldly 
noise around you experience some spiri-
tual peace in your life. 

Prayers and support are Godôs miracles 
being lived out in the people of this church 
family. Praise God! Let our commitment to 
our Lord Jesus Christ be lived out in our 
passions, presence, and continued gifts of 
talents, time and resources. 

We are closing out many tasks and proc-

esses with the contracts and can take a 

deep breath and celebrate.  

One of the things each of us can do to 
remember the journey and commemo-
rate the support and blessings is to ob-
tain one of these ñLimited Editionò Me-
dallions. They are available through the 
office for $10, which will go to support-
ing this ministry. 

And He said it was good!!! Well done 
good and faithful servants! May you be 
blessed and filled with the Holy Spirit! 

Ken Iliff 

Jesus Christ Lives! 

ñTheyôre just a kick in the pants.ò  Linda Flack, Homebound Angel-  

ðafter visiting the ladies at The Willows 



PA G E 2  T H E  M E S S E N G E R 

Sunday 
Traditional Service          8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School              10:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service   11:00 a.m. 

For this reason, since the day we 

heard about you, we have not 

stopped praying for you and ask-

ing God to fill you with the knowl-

edge of His will through all spiritual 

wisdom and understanding. 

- Colossians 1:9 NIV 

Be joyful always; pray continually; 

give thanks in all circumstances, for 

this is Godôs will for you in Christ Je-

sus. 

-1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18 

Our youth group recycles inkjet cartridges, laser car-

tridges, cell phones, and aluminum cans, to raise 

funds. The funds raised this year benefits the youth 

mission trip. 

In addition, we are now able to recycle DVDôs, Lap-

tops, MP3 Players, Digital Cameras, Portable DVD 

Players, Video Game Consoles, and GPS Devices.  

Donôt throw it away! Please recycle. Itôs good for the 

environment, and our youth group will earn funds. Prayer Shawl Ministry ï NEW UPDATE!!!  

We welcome anyone who would be interested in our en-
deavor.  Shawls can be knitted, crocheted, or sewn.  Yes, 
beautiful shawls can be quilted.  You don't even have to at-
tend the meetings.  We have crafters that create items and 
donate them to our Ministry.  I can't begin to tell you how 
grateful the receivers have been.  Tears of happiness have 
been shed.  We do have fun meeting together and sharing 
our crafts and stories.  There have been 52 shawls created 
since 1 year ago when we started.  We have delivered 43 
shawls to recipients in need of warmth and prayer during a 
difficult time in their life.  We still meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month at 10:00am in the morning.  We offer instruc-
tions on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, also at 10:00am.  
For more information please contact: 

Marcia Teachout   970-515-6959 msteachout@comcast.net 

 

"For it was you who formed 

my inward parts, you knit me 

together in my mother's 

womb. I praise you, for I am 

fearfully and wonderfully 

made. Wonderful are your 

works; that I know very well." 

Psalm 139:13-14 NRSV  

UMW would like to thank everyone who graciously contributed 

handmade items for the annual bazaar and luncheon held on 

November 7.  And all the people who attended and made pur-

chases or worked behind the scenes to make it the most suc-

cessful bazaar ever!  The bazaar cleared over $2,000 for mis-

sions.  If anyone wants to have their unsold items returned to 

them, please notify Jan Cook or they will be carefully stored until 

next year's bazaar. 

 

Another word from UMWé. 

 

UMW cordially invites everyone to its Holiday Brunch on Satur-

day, December 12, at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall at the church.  

Eva Sue Littleton will present the program, "Pioneer Women of 

Colorado."  Please come! 

Special Dates:  

-Second Sunday of Adventï Dec 6 

-Third Sunday of Adventï Dec 13 

-Fourth Sunday of Adventï Dec 20 

-First day of winterï Dec 21 

-Christmas Eve and Christmasï Dec 24 and 25 

-New Yearôs Eve/ Watch Nightï Dec 31 
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       Yearning for Forgiveness  

When our caring relationship began, we frequently met in a hospital waiting area. My care receiver described this time of 
her life as if she were "being tossed roughly in a boat in the middle of a raging storm" and was yearning to see and be 
heard by a friendly representative of Christ. So I responded by ministering with quiet compassion and hope. When she felt 
like she was barely treading water, I comforted her with a hand to hold, arms to enfold her, and a shoulder to lean on. In 
the midst of hospital confusion and the intense ups and downs of her husband's struggle to survive, our relationship de-
veloped as a sort of harbor of hope where my care receiver knew she could turn and be comforted, where she could rest 
and be restored. 

 

Then her husband died, and our relationship went through a very dark and heavy period that weighed us both down emo-
tionally and spiritually. We usually met in her kitchen during the evenings, and no matter how long or short the visit was, it 
seemed endlessly long, dreary, and bleak. Keeping my senses open to her searing pain and grief was excruciating, par-
ticularly at the end of our visits, when her children had gone to bed and she would sob. I felt helpless. What face of Christ 
was I supposed to reflect to her now? Nothing resonated. I felt uncomfortable dispensing joy. Therefore, I tried to be an 
angel of presence, to be with her, listen to her, and care for and encourage her.  

 

When I look back on this phase of our relationship, I believe I missed the clues that my care receiver was yearning for the 
face of forgiveness. She was so vulnerable about her mothering abilities, and it was all too easy to feel guilty. Was she 
doing too much or not enough? Was she too strict or too permissive? She was yearning for peace of mind through for-

giveness. 

 

Gradually, our relationship was able to accept both joy and sorrow in the same visit. I heard her go from saying "my pain" 
to "the pain," and she began to adopt a wonderful attitude of perseverance. Moreover she blessed everything and every-
one, especially her family and friends. I continued to minister to her--trying to illuminate the goodness and wisdom inside 
her--and care for her spiritual needs. For although she benefited from attending worship every Sunday, she would still wilt 
if her spirituality were not watered on a daily basis.  

 

One small prayer, a short meditation, the sharing of a song on the radio or a spontaneous burst of gratitude--these little 
acts revived her spirit and mine. More importantly, her connection with God was flourishing again. I've heard it said that 
simply saying "thank you" can be the most powerful prayer a that person can utter. I witnessed the truth of this and saw it 
sanctify my care receiver. 

 

Now our caring relationship has grown far less formal, but we remain joyfully connected to each other and eternally con-
nected to God. Silliness and successes are shared as readily as secrets and embarrassments. We love and delight in one 
another's everyday experiences. More often, we get together when we are simply starved for one another's company and 
want to talk. 

 

I can't point to a specific turning point in our relationship or in my care receiver's healing. Somewhere along 
this journey, she gathered the wisdom and the courage to trust both God and herself. She has taken that leap 

into new selfhood and now feels free to love and live more abundantly than before.  

 

Recently she shared with me these verses from Colossians 1:11-12, which she says so accurately describe 
her life these days. May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power; and may 
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 

strengthened you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light.  To that I can only say, "Amen!" 

 

Could a Stephen Minister be for you or someone you know? Contact your Stephen Ministry at Windsor 
FUMCï Your Stephen Leaders Susan Cook 970.674.5022, Tara Overton 970.493.4790 or Ken Iliff 

970.674.0134 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

    The Gospel of Matthew includes this encounter with Jesus: òJohn the Baptist, who was in prison, 

heard about all the things the Messiah was doing. So he sent his disciples to ask Jesus, ôAre you the Mes-

siah weõve been expecting, or should we keep looking for someone else?õó (Matthew 11:2-3) 

    Itõs a perfect question for this season of Advent. The word Advent literally means òarrivaló or 

òcoming.ó So who is it, exactly, that weõve been expecting? Should we keep looking for someone else; and, 

where should we look? Itõs certainly understandable that John would pose this question to Jesus. After all 

he was the one God sent to ògive witness to the lightó to prepare the way for the Messiah, the Christ, who 

is to come. John was a bold witness tooƄ he held nothing backƄ and now he finds himself in prison. 

Could John be having some doubts about Jesus as the Christ? After the commitment John has made, 

couldnõt he expect Jesus to help him out of a jam once in a while? And so John sent his disciples to ask, 

òAre you the Messiah weõve been expecting?ó 

 It seems like a òyesó or ònoó answer would suffice. Instead the Gospel reports, òJesus told them, ôGo 

back to John and tell him about what you have heard and seen Ƅ the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers 

are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, and the Good News is being preached to the poor. 

And tell him: God blesses those who are not offended by me.õó (Matthew 11:4-6) 

 You see, whether or not Jesus is the One all depends on who it is we are expecting to arrive. If we 

are expecting a Christ whose actions are predictable, who we can òfigure outó if we just study enough, 

who will respond according to our timelines, and who we can manage; then probably we do need to 

keep looking for someone else. 

 If however, we are expecting the Christ who Godõs prophet anointed òWonderful Coun-

selor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peaceéwhose authority shall grow continually;ó and, if we 

are expecting a Christ with the power to heal, and restore life, and bring hope into hopeless situations; 

and, if we are expecting a Christ through whom the whole world might be saved from every kind of pain 

and despair and darkness; then look no furtherƄ Jesus is the one weõve been expecting. 

 During this Advent season, let us gather together as a church to welcome the True Light, 

the Christ, our Savior who has come and who is coming again into the world. Please join us for these Ad-

vent activities: 

 Sunday, December 13ð All Church Family Potluck and Christmas Caroling 12pm-4pm 
 Sunday, December 20 - Christmas Cantata (8:45A Traditional Service) 
 Sunday, December 20 - Sounds of the Season (music, drama, and other "sounds" of the season) 5-7 

       PM includes refreshments. 
 Christmas Eve December 25 - Candlelight  Communion Services 5 and 7. 
  

Also note ONE service on November 29 at 10 AM (also the first Sunday of Advent) 
Peace and Blessings in His name, 

                                                       Bob  

¹ÍÊd¾ÔÚÙÍdÜÎÑÑdÇÊdÍÔÑÉÎÓÌdÙÍÊÎ×dÆÓÓÚÆÑd̆µÆ×ÊÓÙ̃Ød³ÎÌÍÙd´ÚÙ̇dÔÓd

Saturday, December 12 from 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. This time al-

lows parents to finish Christmas shopping, have a date night, 

some quite time at home or whatever their heart desires. This 

is a fundraising event for the Youth and proceeds will go to 

their mission trip in 2010. For more information or with ques-

tions contact Deb Campbell at 674 - 5167.  
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
    1 2 3 4 5 

   9a  Staff Meeting       7a  Men's Emmaus  

   9a Clothes Closet    9a Clothes Closet      

Office Hours:   12:30p Women's Bible Study         

Mon.-Thurs.       6p RIZZN     

 8:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m.     6:30p Youth Fellowship       

   7p Cub Scouts  7p Chancel Choir  7p Stepping Stones      

     7p Watch for the Light Study       

             

6  COMMUNION 7 8 9 10      MESSENGER 11 12 

   9a Clothes Closet  9a    Lutheran Foster  DEADLINE   7a  Men's Emmaus  

    9a  Staff Meeting  Families  9a Clothes Closet    8a Cub Scout Joint Mtg.  

10a Fellowship Hour   10a Prayer Shawl Class  1:30p Patricia Rose Circle      10a UMW Holiday Brunch  

10a Sunday School  5:45p Girl Scouts  12:30p Women's Bible Study  
      6:30p Youth "Parent's  

  6:30p Windsor Choir   6:30p Youth Fellowship  6p RIZZN   Night Out"  

5p Windsor Choir Concert  6:30 Stephen Ministry    7p Chancel Choir  6:30p Finance Mtg.      

  7p Boy Scouts  7p Scout Committee  7p Watch for the Light Study  6:30p Wild at Heart      
             

13 14 15 16       MESSENGER 17 18 19 

7:15a Men's Breakfast    9a Clothes Closet  FOLDING 9a Clothes Closet    7a  Men's Emmaus  

    9a  Staff Meeting         

10aFellowship Hour   10a Prayer Shawl Ministry  
       

10a Sunday School   
12:30p Women's Bible Study  

       

  6:30p Windsor Choir  4p DAR 6:30p Youth Fellowship  6p RIZZN     
12p All Church Potluck  7p Adult Missions  7p Cub Scouts  7p Chancel Choir  6:30p Wild at Heart      

1p Church Family Christmas  7p Boy Scouts    7p Watch for the Light Study        

 Caroling             

20 21 22 23 24        CHRISTMAS 25       CHRISTMAS 26 

   9a  Staff Meeting    EVE DAY 7a  Men's Emmaus  

    9a Clothes Closet          

10a Fellowship Hour    12:30p Women's Bible Study         

10a Sunday School  5:45p Girl Scouts     5p Traditional Service      

  6:30p Windsor Choir   6:30p Youth Fellowship        

5p Sounds of the Season  6:30p Stephen Ministry  7p Leadership Council  7p Chancel Choir  7p Contemporary Service      

  7p Boy Scouts   7p Watch for the Light Study       

             

27 28 29 30 31       NEW YEAR'S     
7:15a Men's Breakfast    9a  Staff Meeting   EVE     

    9a Clothes Closet       Worship Times:  

10a Fellowship Hour    
12:30p Women's Bible Study  

     8:45a Traditional  
10a Sunday School  6:30p Windsor Choir         11a Contemporary  

  6:30p   SPR   6:30p Youth Fellowship       

  7p Boy Scouts  7p Cub Scouts  7p Chancel Choir        

     7p Watch for the Light Study        
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