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December 2008 

Rev Linda Pelletier, Pastor  

“SEEK     BELIEVE     SHARE IN CHRIST” 

The Messenger 

Do you have something you 

would like to share with the   

congregation?  Have it added to 

the Messenger.  

 

The FUMC Messenger is looking for 

submissions from the congregation 

to keep all of its members up to date 

on whatôs happening in our church.  

The deadline is the 10th of the 

month.    Please email                   

fumcmessenger@gmail.com   

CPR...  what do you think of? Cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation right?  The dictionary defines 
CPR as "emergency procedure for reviving 
heart and lung function, involving special 
physical techniques and often the use of 
electrical and mechanical equipment."   

 What is happening though when you need to 
perform CPR though?  The heart has stopped 
and the body has stopped breathing and you 
are needing to help give life back to the body of 
the person with God's help and guidance.   

In this case our church; the physical body, the 
physical house of the Lord needs CPR.  We 
only need to revive the shell; not the heart.  
The heart is strong, the soul is here.  But the 
body is suffering.  CPR in our acronym stands 
for Church Preservation and Restoration.  
We've already determined that the Church in 
this case is the physical building.  It is badly in 
need of support.   Some cosmetic and 
reconstructive surgery if you will.   No accident 
caused it to be this way, just years of wear and 
tear.  Sounds like my knees.   

 "Preservation": We are working to preserve 
the old, the original, the way it was meant to be 
here for generations.  What is here we want to 
be here for many more years to come.  Don't 
we all want to be around as long as we can?   
So does this house.  We want to help it do just 
that.   

"Restoration": The church has had a facelift or 
two as the years went along.  The caretakers in 
the different times did what they believed to be 
the right thing for the building at the time.  They 
did what they could to make the building work 
for them in that time.  We now know that the 
right thing for this church building at this time is 
to make the outside look and feel like it did 
when it was first built, brick by brick, many 
years ago.    

With the help of the grant from the State 
Historical Society we are able to perform CPR 
on our beautiful church building.   

We will be restoring the outside, the facade of 
the building to its original glory.  We will be 
seeing the transformation and be grateful that 
we are here during this fantastic time.  There 
will be opportunities for us to help here and 
there on that transformation, to say we were 
part of God's work on His house.  

Once upon a time, I owned and operated a 
small remodeling business "Family Home 
Renovations".  "Renovation", now that is an 
interesting word.  The dictionary defines this 
verb as "1. to restore to good condition; make 
new or as if new again; repair. 2. to 
reinvigorate; refresh; revive."  (There is that 
'revive' word again.)  This is what we are doing 
here, to make it as much as we can to be as it 
was when it was new.  We will have new doors 
built to match what was here in its infancy.  We 
will restore the mortar in the bricks and stone.  
We will restore the "lantern" that oversees all 
the stature that this beautiful building has.  
Making them all as they were when new.    

But we are also reinvigorating, refreshing, and 
reviving.  To me, this means that we are 
putting new life into it as well.  The excitement 
of having the windows restored and cleaned; 
the brightness of the beautiful wood trim as it 
comes back to life all invigorate me..  It also 
means that while we preserve the old, we 
make room for new.  The building was not built 
with the blessings of modern wiring and 
efficient insulation.  This will be remedied.  

Doing all of this will require skilled and trained 
professionals and enthusiastic volunteers: the 
Lord's tools. His "special physical techniques".  
And to aid in doing all this I'm sure there will be 
quite a bit of "electrical and mechanical 
equipment".  :-)    CPR... seems to fit what 
we're doing pretty well I think.   

Living in God's Grace,  

Ric Weber 

Jesus Christ Lives!  Rejoice! 
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Sunday 
Traditional Service          9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School              10:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service   11:00 a.m. 

ñAll this took place to fulfill what 

the Lord had said through the 

prophet. The virgin will be with 

child and will give birth to a 

son, and they will call Him 

Immanuel, which means God 

with us.ò  -Matt 1:22:23 

ñShe will give birth to a son, and you 

are to give Him the name of Jesus, 

because He will save His people 

from their sinsò -Matt 1:21 

 

Our youth group recycles inkjet cartridges, laser cartridges, 

cell phones, and aluminum cans, to raise funds. The funds 

raised this year will benefit the youth mission trip to Wind 

River Indian Reservation in 2009, as well as other youth 

events in 2008.  

In addition, we are now able to recycle DVDôs, Laptops, MP3 

Players, Digital Cameras, Portable DVD Players, Video Game 

Consoles, and GPS Devices.  

Donôt throw it away! Please recycle. Itôs good for the 

environment, and our youth group will earn funds. 
*UPDATE*   Prayer Shawl Ministry 

We have started the Prayer Shawl Ministry.  Our first 

meeting was held at the church, October 28th and it was 

very productive.  We had lots of people interested.  We 

talked about the meaning of the Shawl and how we could 

present them.  We had many wonderful suggestions about 

different kinds of shawls we could make.  We talked about 

yarn, needles, hooks, patterns, and Scrap Booking.  We are 

off to a good start.  We decided to meet again November 

11th for an instructional meeting, so those who know how to 

knit and crochet can help those who donôt.   

We did not set up a reoccurring meeting date.  For now, it 

will depend on our needs.  Upcoming dates and times will be 

published in the Church Bulletin. 

Please contact us if you have any questions or to find out the 

date of our next meeting. 

Marcia Teachout 970-515-6959  msteachout@comcast.net 

Judy Chamberlin 970-686-8958  rajcham@msn.com 

Everyone wanting to participate with the chancel choir (S 

A T or B) for the Christmas Cantata, please join us 

starting Wednesday, November 12 for rehearsals at 7:00 

p.m. in the upper room.  Each voice is important to the 

total sound.  Come join us!   

CHURCH CONFERENCE 

ñA Future With Hopeò  

On Wednesday December 10th. at 7:00 p.m. we will have our 
annual Church Conference.  We will be gathering with our 

District Superintendent to celebrate this yearôs ministries and 

accomplishments.   We have some great plans for the coming 

year of 2009 too.  Please plan on attending this special time.  A 

nursery will be provided.   It would be great if we would pack out 

the place!!  What do you think??  
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL MINUTES 

First United Methodist Church of Windsor 

October 28, 2008  

In attendance:  Linda Pelletier, Shelley Chaney, Michelle Perea, Pat Ferrell, Ruben Perea, Dan VanArsdall, Jan Cook, Matt 
Jones, Phil Neville  

Shelley opened with a devotional. Pat opened with prayer.  

The September minutes were reviewed and approved.  

REPORTS: 

YOUTH MINISTRIES:  Butter Braid sale is going well. Poinsettia sales to begin. Many activities have been held and attendance 
is improving. Discussion was held regarding a petty cash fund as part of the Youth ministries budget. This will allow the leaders 
to get reimbursed for expenses without having to wait for the purchase order process. It was moved and seconded that the 
petty cash process be instituted for this group. Ruben suggested that we list youth group in the paper with our church listing.  

SPR:  No report.  

FINANCE:  Dan reviewed the year-to-date budget figures. The 2009 proposed budget deadline is Friday, October 31, 2008; all 
groups need to turn in their requests by that time. Dan also reviewed the asset and liability report, the P & L statement, 
accounts payable report and operational budget. Overall finances are improving but we are still behind budget $13,653.00 for 
the year. The Finance Committee will be looking to make budget cuts in November and bring those cuts to the next LC meeting.  

WORSHIP:  The committee is looking at amplifiers for those who care hard of hearing. Planning is under way for 
Advent/Christmas.  

CPR:  First payment was received from the state and the first payment was made to the architect. Work to begin in the Spring.  

PASTOR UPDATES:  All-Church Thanksgiving dinner will be held November, 23 and All-Church Christmas Caroling party on 
December 14, 2008 will be held. Other events to include a chili cook-off, talent show, and June picnic in place of Senior 
Banquet. All Church Charge Conference will be held December 10, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. Linda gave four questions for LC to 
ponder before the next meeting:  

 1) What does a future with hope look like in our local setting?  

 2) What prevents our congregation from moving into a future with hope?  

 3) Where are you discerning the Holy Spirit in the life of our church?  

 4) What do you hope for from this yearôs church conference?  

CHOIR:  Will do a Christmas program Sunday, December 21. Sunday School will hold their program titled ñDouble Takeò on 
Sunday, December 14.  

The next meeting is scheduled for November 18, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  This is changed from November 25th due to 
Thanksgiving. All are welcome to attend.  

Notes taken by Pat Ferrell. 



PA G E 4  T H E  M E S S E N G E R 

Dear Friends, 

We are once again entering into that joyous time of year we call Advent and Christmas.  During this 
season we prepare to celebrate, again, the coming of the Christ child into our dark and cold world.  We 
rejoice with the angels, and with the shepherds who were watching their sheep, when this world 
changing miraculous birth occurred 2000 years ago.  The birth of Jesus brought Godôs salvation for 
whole world.    

What has always astounded me is the faith of the holy couple. Mary had the faith to say she would be 
with child, and the incredible faith of Joseph to be able to care for a child, which he had no part of in 
bringing into this world.  Mary and Joseph waited and watched anxious to see if what God had 
proclaimed would be.    

Friends, waiting and watching requires that we actually spend precious time and energy looking for the 
true meaning of Christmas; trusting that it is for us that a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord has been 
born. The rituals, the sounds, and the sights, are all designed to help us experience as fully as possible  
this miracle of miracles, God coming as a baby into our hearts, into our world, into our futures, into our 
lives, into all of everything that is, just for you and I.  

  God Bless, and a very Merry Christmas,  Pastor Linda     

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS   

This year we have several wonderful times for you to experience the joy of Christ 

this Christmas.   

November 30 th .  

First Sunday in Advent.    

 There will be one service at 10:00 a.m.   The service will be the Festival of Lessons 

and Carols.   This is a  beautiful service which includes scripture readings, Advent 

and Christmas Carols.   This service is such a  wonderful way to begin the 
season.    Following the service we will have our 5 th . Sunday potluck lunch.   Please  

bring a dish to pass.   

December 9 th . 

 The Windsor Community Choir will perform their Holiday Program starting at 

7:00 p.m. in our sanctuary.  Refreshments will follow the concert.   

December 14 th .   

 The Annual Christmas Program by our children and youth will be at 10:00 a.m. 

between the two services.   This  will be a delightful time for the whole family.   

 The Family Christmas Caroling event begins at 4:30 p.m.    We will travel to 

several retirement homes and make  some special home visits singing our favorite 

Christmas Carols.   We will return to the famous Johnsonõs Corner  chicken 
noodle soup light supper - please bring a dozen Christmas cookies to share.   

December 21 st .     

 The Chancel Choir will perform a Christmas Cantata at the 9:00 a.m. service.   

December 24 th .  Christmas Eve  

 5:00 p.m. We will have a Traditional Christmas Eve Service  

 7:00 p.m.   We will have a Contemporary Christmas Eve Service  

 * All Christmas Eve services will be candlelight*  
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ñSovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now 
dismiss your servant in peace.  For my eyes have 
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 
sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel.ò -Luke 2:29-32 
 
These words came from the prophet Simeon.  He had 
a revelation that he would not die until he had seen the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to 
him.  He finally saw the Lord, and he praised God.  He 
could pass in peace now, because the Messiah had 
come.  (Feel the excitement!  The Lord has come!) 
 
There were many people who prophesied the coming 
of the Lord, and many died before they could see Him.  
But God spoke and revealed His plan that He was 
coming.  Many false ones would come, and claim to be 
the one, but nothing compares to God in human form, 
nothing.  The truth will be revealed.  The light will 
shine, for He is the light. 
 
ñBut the angel said to them, óDo not be afraid. I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people.  Today in the town of David, a Savior has been 
born to you; He is Christ the Lord.ò -Luke 2:10-11 
 
Imagine Joseph and Mary, the first time they held 
Jesus, their son, the Savior of us all, our redeemer, 
Godôs son.  They were holding Hope.  They were 
holding pure love.  They were holding Peace, 
Compassion, a miracle who would perform miracles.  
They were holding the one who would teach them 
more than they ever knew before.  They were holding 
God.  What would that feel like?   
 
Think of the most love you have ever felt for someone: 
your child, family member, spouse, friend, etc.  Now 
imagine that amazing most wonderful feeling is but a 
grain of sand on a beach that is as big as the universe.  
Love as we know it (the grain of sand), compared to 
love as God knows it (the infinite universe and 
beyond).  Wow!  Incomprehensible, isnôt it? 
 
This is where the New Testament begins, the good 
news.  This is why we celebrate Christmas, the birth of 
our Lord.  And the New Testament shares with us His 
life, His teachings, His faith, His love and forgiveness.  
If you are looking for a good love story, something that 
will melt your heart, something that is so beautiful that 
it brings tears to your eyes, read about Jesus.  Jesusô 
life is Godôs love story to us.  Nothing even comes 
close to comparison to our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

If you are interested in submitting poetry and/or other 

writings to ñFrom Our Hearts to Hisò in praise of our 

Loving Heavenly Father, please send it to  

fumcmessenger@gmail.com 

Or drop it off in the Messenger box outside the office. 

I remember when I had my Emmaus walk, I was excited 
but I did not know what was in store for me.  I did not 
know that I would use up an entire box of Kleenex, the 
moment I realized that Jesus Christ loved me so much, 
more than I ever imagined.  I cannot put into words how 
I felt as the tears flooded down my cheeks.  I cried for 
two hours or more non stop.  He was there that day, 
and Heôs there with you and me everyday. 
 
Jesusô birth was the beginning of Hope for us all.  Some 
prophets knew why He was born, many other people 
didnôt know who He was or couldnôt believe He was the 
one we always needed.  I see people searching 
everyday, searching for something but never finding.  
That is because they donôt know who or what they are 
searching for, so they continue to search.  Jesus says 
ñIôm right hereò  We as the Body of Christ need to help 
guide others to look to God, to discover Him, and 
develop a relationship with Him.  Heôs all we need.  
Thereôs no need to search any longer.  Our God is with 
us.   
 
ñToday in the town of David, a Savior has been born to 
you; He is Christ the Lord.ò -Luke 2:11 
 
Most Gracious and Loving Father, we praise You and 
thank You for Your gift of Jesus Christ.  We celebrate 
His life, not only during the Christmas season, but every 
day of our lives.  Father I pray that we remember to 
constantly seek Your wisdom and reflect Your grace, as 
You have shown us through Jesus Christ.  Thank You 
for the many ways You show us love.  We seek Your 
most perfect will for all the days of our lives, and we 
Thank You for all of Your blessings, to have the 
opportunity to live for You, for the opportunity to know 
You, for the opportunity to love one another, as You 
love us.  In Jesusô name we pray, Amen. 
 

Inspired by God, for God,      -MKS 
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United Methodist Church Gives Tornado Aid to our Windsor Community  

The people in our town will receive $12,500.00 in long-term aid from the The United Methodist Church.  The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has approved $10,000.00 for the long-term recovery of our community, following the tornado 
which hit our town on May 22, 2008.  The Rocky Mountain Conference Disaster Fund will be providing another $2,500.00 
towards the recovery needs.  What a blessing!!  

As many of you already know, after the tornado the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) received 1, 465 
registrations.  There were 78 homes destroyed, 230 sustained major damage, 180 had minor damage, and 370 needed some 
kind of repair.  Our community is still seeing some blue tarps on buildings including our City Hall.  So we are still in the recovery 
mode.  

The Long Term Recovery Committee of the Northern Colorado Storms is assisting the Windsor community in its recovery.  
Pastor Linda, and Sandy Meier, an active member our church, are both serving on this committee.  The mission of this 
committee is to coordinate available resources for unmet needs of families and individuals affected by the tornado.  A 
subcommittee, of which Pastor Linda serves, is the Case Management Sub-Committee along with George Cummings of 
Lutheran Family Services, whose agency is providing the bulk of the funds for the staff needed to manage the unmet needs for 
the community.  The $12,500.00 will go towards supporting the work to assist those who are still in need and are struggling to 
get everything taken care of because of the tornado.    

The administration cost of UMCOR is funded by contributions to ñOne Great Hour of Sharingò special offering collected in March 
of every year.  The money from this offering allows UMCOR to send %100 of donated supplies and funds directly to places and 
people in need.    

We as United Methodist are actively involved in UMCOR.  UMCOR is the not-for-profit global humanitarian aid organization for 
the United Methodist Church.  UMCOR works in more than 80 countries worldwide, including the United States.  UMCORôs 
mission grounded in teachings of Jesus is to alleviate human suffering-whether caused by war, conflict or natural disaster, with 
open hearts and minds to and for all people.    

We are really blessed as United Methodist, and we have been able to support our community with a gift that comes from 
around the world.   

For more information about UMCOR please visit their website http://umcor.org   

̆²ÊÑÔÉÎÊØdÔËdÙÍÊd¸ÊÆØÔÓ̇  

Windsor Community Choir -  Special Presentation   

Windsor Community Choir invites you to a special presentation Tuesday December 9, 2008 at 7 PM . The presentation 

̆²ÊÑÔÉÎÊØdÔËdÙÍÊd¸ÊÆØÔÓ̇ will be in our church Sanctuary as a gift to you this Christmas time. It is a gift to express 

ÆÕÕ×ÊÈÎÆÙÎÔÓdËÔ×dÜÊÑÈÔÒÎÓÌdÚØdÎÓÙÔdÙÍÎØdØÕÊÈÎÆÑdÕÑÆÈÊdÞÔÚdÆ×ÊdØÍÆ×ÎÓÌdÜÎÙÍdÔÚ×dÈÔÒÒÚÓÎÙÞrd¦d̆Ë×ÊÊdÜÎÑÑdÔËËÊ×ÎÓÌd̆dÜÎÑÑdÇÊd

presented to the church to help provide for Church Preservation and Restoration of this beautiful house of worship. The 

entire Windsor community is invited to share in this event. You will be warmed by the spirit and fed by refreshments 

during the social time to follow in the fellowship hall.   

Windsor Community Choir meets Tuesdays 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM at our church to prepare to share the gift of music with 

each other and the community. New singers are always welcome!   

Please mark your calendar and plan to come! You will be blessed.  

http://umcor.org/


 

Your Church Leaders 

Pastor………………………...Linda Pelletier 

Office Manager…….. Krista Goddard  

Youth & Family Coord…………………. 
…………………………………..Michelle Perea 

Leadership Council ………………… 
………………………………....Shelley Chaney 

SPR Chair…………………...…...….Mike Rais 

Sunday School Superintendent 
……….………………………....Joyce Johnson 

Trustees…………………..….. Jerry Carson 

Finance ……………...….Dan VanArsdall 

Financial Secretary……………. Bill Pratt  

Treasurer…….Larry Hintz & Elliot Ball 

Bookkeeper………….Marlene Bronson 

UMW…………...…... Dorothy Emhovich 

Historian /Librarian …..Mary Alice Lindblad 

Public Relations………….... Sandi Meier 

Comm. Steward……………………………….. 
………………………..Terry & Judy Haduck 

One-Hour Ministry.......................Judy 
Chamberlin and Gail Montgomery 

Head Usher……………………. Bob Foster 

Head Lay Leader………….…. Jan Cook 

Vestments Arranger…...Vicki Christian 

Boy Scout Rep…………... Dan Overton 

Nursery Dir, & Custodian …….Hilda Passaretti 

Choir Director ……………………..Ann Pratt 

Organist…………………….. Emma DeBey 

Pianist………………………..…..Connie Hill 

Newsletter……..Melissa Spell (Weber) 

Leadership Council……Shelley 
Chaney, Karen Savage, Pat Ferrell, 
Eric Freitag, Deb Covert, Phil 

Neville, Matt Jones, Ruben Perea 
 

Office Hours  

8:00amð3:00pm 

MondayðThursday 

 

Messenger Articles: 

Send to Melissa Spell  

FUMCMessenger@gmail.com 

Or drop them by the office 

(electronic submissions are      
encouraged) 

Announcements and other fun  

PA G E 7  D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 8 

The Multi-Media Ministry is looking for volunteers to 

learn how to run the computer and/or sound board for 

church services.  Anyone who is interested, please 

contact Ric Weber at 970-301-0173. 

Leadership council has given the approval for anyone interested to 
place a small ad for their business in the newsletter.  The council will   

review all ads submitted.  There will be a small monthly fee to run the ad 

that will help offset office and copier costs.  Please contact the church 

office to submit your ad or for more information. 

CPR pledges and gifts as of 11-16:  $118,119.15.  Giving Units: 104.  

Please contact any CPR representative to find out how you can donate 

and pledge to take part in helping to restore our church. 

Give thanks to the Lord our God, for He is good and His mercy endures 

forever.  Always and forever, with all your being, give thanks to God! 

Amen 

The Next Emmaus Walks 

Men:  April 16-19th at the First Christian Churchï  

 Loveland 

Women:  April 23-26 at First UMCï Laramie, WY 

*If you are interested or know someone who is, please 

Let Linda, Krista, or Perry know!  God bless! 

A calendar for Fundraisers and Mission Outreach projects has been 
created and accepted by the Leadership Council for the 2008 year. This 
calendar is available to everyone to view at 
http://www.my.calendars.net/FUMCMO.  

Please let Krista know of any fundraising efforts or mission projects that 
your group or committee would like to hold in the 2009 year. She will be 
putting together the calendar for 2009 beginning in December. The 
calendar will need to be approved by the Leadership Council before any 
fundraisers or mission projects can be carried out. Thanks! 

ñI will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way.  A voice 

calling in the desert, Prepare the way for the Lord, make your paths straight for 

Him.ò  -Mark 1:2-3 

Attention ALL Nursery Assistants! There will be a MANDATORY 
nursery meeting on Sunday, December 14, 2008 at 12:00 noon in the 

nursery. Discussion will be held about commitments, schedule for 2009, 

availability, and requirements for being a Nursery Assistant. If you have 

any questions, please speak with Hilda. See you there! 

http://www.my.calendars.net/FUMCMO
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Thank you for being a part of our church family.  Merry Christmas to you all! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

First United Methodist Church of Windsor 
503 Walnut 
P.O. Box 607 
Windsor, CO  80550 

Phone: 970.686.2368 

Fax: 970.686.0769 

E-mail: firstumcwindsor@yahoo.com 

¶www.firstumcwindsor.com 

Dated material for December 2008. 

Celebrate! 

 Celebrate! 

  Celebrate! 

The Lord is here.  The Lord is near. 


